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? ? ? ? ? Great in delight, beloved mine, your presence is with me; Yet greater still the miseries of parting and its bane..Fifteenth Officer's Story,
The, ii. 190..Unlucky Merchant, The, i 73..64. Haroun er Reshid and the Three Girls dcli.Damascus is all gardens decked for the pleasance of the
eyes, iii. 9..? ? ? ? ? Alack, my grief! Thou wast, indeed, grown absent from my yiew, Yet art the apple of mine eye nor couldst from me divide..3.
The Porter and the Three Ladies of Baghdad xxviii.His hospitality pleased the Khalif and the goodliness of his fashion, and he said to him, "O
youth, who art thou? Make me acquainted with thyself, so I may requite thee thy kindness." But Aboulhusn smiled and said, "O my lord, far be it
that what is past should recur and that I be in company with thee at other than this time!" "Why so?" asked the Khalif. "And why wilt thou not
acquaint me with thy case?" And Aboulhusn said, "Know, O my lord, that my story is extraordinary and that there is a cause for this affair." Quoth
the Khalif, "And what is the cause?" And he answered, "The cause hath a tail." The Khalif laughed at his words and Aboulhusn said, "I will explain
to thee this [saying] by the story of the lackpenny and the cook. Know, O my lord, that.Then El Abbas took leave of the king and went away to his
own house. Now it befell that he passed under the palace of Mariyeh the king's daughter, and she was sitting at a window. He chanced to look
round and his eyes met those of the princess, whereupon his wit departed and he was like to swoon away, whilst his colour changed and he said,
"Verily, we are God's and to Him we return!" But he feared for himself lest estrangement betide him; so he concealed his secret and discovered not
his case to any of the creatures of God the Most High. When he reached his house, his servant Aamir said to him, "O my lord, I seek refuge for thee
with God from change of colour! Hath there betided thee a pain from God the Most High or hath aught of vexation befallen thee? Verily, sickness
hath an end and patience doth away vexation." But the prince returned him no answer. Then he brought out inkhorn [and pen] and paper and wrote
the following verses:.7. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar clxix.Twelfth Officer's Story, The, ii. I79..Then she charged her husband keep watch
over the thief, till she should return, and repairing to his wife, acquainted her with his case and told her that her husband the thief had been taken
and had compounded for his release, at the price of seven hundred dirhems, and named to her the token. So she gave her the money and she took it
and returned to her house. By this time, the dawn had broken; so she let the thief go his way, and when he went out, she said to him, 'O my dear
one, when shall I see thee come and take the treasure?' 'O indebted one,' answered he, 'when thou needest other seven hundred dirhems,
wherewithal to amend thy case and that of thy children and to discharge thy debts.' And he went out, hardly believing in his deliverance from her.
Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the three men and our Lord Jesus.".? ? ? ? ? Fortune its arrows all, through him
I love, let fly At me and parted me from him for whom I sigh.."There was once a king named Bihkerd aed he had wealth galore and many troops;
but his deeds were evil and he would punish for a slight offence and never forgave. He went forth one day to hunt and one of his servants shot an
arrow, which lit on the king's ear and cut it off. Quoth Bihkerd, 'Who shot that arrow?' So the guards brought him in haste the offender, whose
name was Yetrou, and he of his fear fell down on the ground in a swoon. Then said the king, 'Put him to death;' but Yetrou said, 'O King, this that
hath befallen was not of my choice nor of my knowledge; so do thou pardon me, in the hour of thy power over me, for that clemency is of the
goodliest of things and belike it shall be [in this world] a provision and a good work [for which thou shall be requited] one of these days, and a
treasure [laid up to thine account] with God in the world to come. Pardon me, therefore, and fend off evil from me, so shall God fend off from thee
evil the like thereof.' When the king heard this, it pleased him and he pardoned the servant, albeit he had never before pardoned any..? ? ? ? ? His
eyelids' sorcery from mine eyes hath banished sleep; since he From me departed, nought see I except a drowsy fair. (137).?THE SIXTEENTH
OFFICER'S STORY..Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er Rehwan, King, i. 215..Now this present was a cup of ruby, a span high and a finger's length
broad, full of fine pearls, each a mithcal (211) in weight and a bed covered with the skin of the serpent that swalloweth the elephant, marked with
spots, each the bigness of a dinar, whereon whoso sitteth shall never sicken; also an hundred thousand mithcals of Indian aloes-wood and thirty
grains of camphor, each the bigness of a pistachio-nut, and a slave-girl with her paraphernalia, a charming creature, as she were the resplendent
moon. Then the king took leave of me, commending me to the merchants and the captain of the ship, and I set out, with that which was entrusted to
my charge and my own good, and we ceased not to pass from island to island and from country to country, till we came to Baghdad, when I entered
my house and foregathered with my family and brethren..? ? ? ? ? Ye've drowned me in the sea of love for you; my heart Denies to be consoled for
those whom I adore..? ? ? ? ? Since thou hast looked on her, mine eye, be easy, for by God Nor mote nor ailment needst thou fear nor evil
accident..When they reached the city, the king heard of their coming and commanded that they should attend him with what befitted [of their
merchandise]. So they presented themselves before him, [and the boy with them,] whom when the king saw, he said to them, "To whom belongeth
this boy?" And they answered, "O king, we were going in such a road, when there came out upon us a sort of robbers; so we made war upon them
and overcame them and took this boy prisoner. Then we questioned him, saying, 'Who is thy father?' and he answered, 'I am the captain's son of the
thieves.'" Quoth the king, "I would fain have this boy." And the captain of the caravan said, "God maketh thee gift of him, O king of the age, and
we all are thy slaves." Then the king dismissed [the people of] the caravan and let carry the youth into his palace and he became as one of the
servants, what while his father the king knew not that he was his son. As time went on, the king observed in him good breeding and understanding
and knowledge (100) galore and he pleased him; so he committed his treasuries to his charge and straitened the viziers' hand therefrom,
commanding that nought should be taken forth therefrom except by leave of the youth. On this wise he abode a number of years and the king saw
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in him nought but fidelity and studiousness in well-doing..? ? ? ? ? And high is my repute, for that I wounded aforetime My lord, (215) whom God
made best of all the treaders of the clay..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Until they left my heart on fire without allay..?STORY OF THE THREE MEN AND
OUR LORD JESUS..? ? ? ? ? c. The Sparrow and the Eagle clii.Now this vizier had many enemies, who envied him his high place and still sought
to do him hurt, but found no way thereunto, and God, in His fore-knowledge and His fore-ordinance from time immemorial, decreed that the king
dreamt that the Vizier Er Rehwan gave him a fruit from off a tree and he ate it and died. So he awoke, affrighted and troubled, and when the vizier
had presented himself before him [and withdrawn] and the king was alone with those in whom he trusted, he related to them his dream and they
counselled him to send for the astrologers and interpreters [of dreams] and commended to him a sage, for whose skill and wisdom they vouched.
So the king sent for him and entreated him with honour and made him draw near to himself. Now there had been private with the sage in question a
company of the vizier's enemies, who besought him to slander the vizier to the king and counsel him to put him to death, in consideration of that
which they promised him of wealth galore; and he agreed with them of this and told the king that the vizier would slay him in the course of the
[ensuing] month and bade him hasten to put him to death, else would he surely slay him..This was all the merchant's good; so he said, "O youth, I
will play thee another game for the shop." Now the value of the shop was four thousand dinars; so they played and El Abbas beat him and won his
shop, with that which was therein; whereupon the other arose, shaking his clothes, and said to him, "Up, O youth, and take thy shop." So El Abbas
arose and repairing to the shop, took possession thereof, after which he returned to [the place where he had left] his servant [Aamir] and found
there the Amir Saad, who was come to bid him to the presence of the king. El Abbas consented to this and accompanied him till they came before
King Ins ben Cais, whereupon he kissed the earth and saluted him and exceeded (78) in the salutation. Quoth the king to him, "Whence comest
thou, O youth?" and he answered, "I come from Yemen.".Damascus (Noureddin Ali of) and Sitt el Milah, iii. 3..Then said El Aziz to the King of
Baghdad, "I would fain speak a word to thee; but do thou not exclude from us those who are present. If thou consent unto my wish, that which is
ours shall be thine and that which is incumbent on thee shall be incumbent on us, (121) and we will be to thee a mighty aid against all enemies and
opposites." Quoth Ins ben Cais, "Say what thou wilt, O King, for indeed thou excellest in speech and attainest [the mark] in that which them sayest"
So El Aziz said to him," I desire that thou give thy daughter Mariyeh in marriage to my son El Abbas, for thou knowest that wherewithal he is
gifted of beauty and loveliness and brightness and perfection and how he beareth himself in the frequentation of the valiant and his constancy in the
stead of smiting and thrusting." "By Allah, O king," answered Ins ben Cais, "of my love for Mariyeh, I have appointed her disposal to be in her
own hand; wherefore, whomsoever she chooseth of the folk, I will marry her to him.".? ? ? ? ? o. The Man who was lavish of his House and his
Victual to one whom he knew not dcccciv.On this wise I abode a while of time, every day shooting an elephant, whereupon my master came and
carried it away, till, one day, as I sat hidden in the tree, there came up elephants without number, roaring and trumpeting, so that meseemed the
earth trembled for the din. They all made for the tree whereon I was and the girth whereof was fifty cubits, and compassed it about. Then a huge
elephant came up to the tree and winding his trunk about it, tugged at it, till he plucked it up by the roots and cast it to the ground. I fell among the
elephants, and the great elephant, coming up to me, as I lay aswoon for affright, wound his trunk about me and tossing me on to his back, made off
with me, accompanied by the others; nor did he leave faring on with me, and I absent from the world, till he brought me to a certain place and
casting me down from off his back, went away, followed by the rest. I lay there awhile, till my trouble subsided and my senses returned to me,
when I sat up, deeming myself in a dream, and found myself on a great hill, stretching far and wide and all of elephants' bones. So I knew that this
was their burial-place and that they had brought me thither on account of the bones..One of the good-for-noughts found himself one day without
aught and the world was straitened upon him and his patience failed; so he lay down to sleep and gave not over sleeping till the sun burnt him and
the foam came out upon his mouth, whereupon he arose, and he was penniless and had not so much as one dirhem. Presently, he came to the shop
of a cook, who had set up therein his pans (9) [over the fire] and wiped his scales and washed his saucers and swept his shop and sprinkled it; and
indeed his oils (10) were clear (11) and his spices fragrant and he himself stood behind his cooking-pots [waiting for custom]. So the lackpenny
went up to him and saluting him, said to him, 'Weigh me half a dirhem's worth of meat and a quarter of a dirhem's worth of kouskoussou (12) and
the like of bread.' So the cook weighed out to him [that which he sought] and the lackpenny entered the shop, whereupon the cook set the food
before him and he ate till he had gobbled up the whole and licked the saucers and abode perplexed, knowing not how he should do with the cook
concerning the price of that which he had eaten and turning his eyes about upon everything in the shop..? ? ? ? ? For if "Her grave above her is
levelled" it be said, Of life and its continuance no jot indeed reck I..? ? ? ? ? Think not, my lords, that I forget: the case is still the same. When such
a fever fills the heart, what leach can make it whole?.Then he carried him to his house and stripping him of his clothes, clad him in rags; after
which he called an old woman, who was his stewardess, and said to her. 'Take this youth and clap on his neck this iron chain and go round about
with him in all the thoroughfares of the city; and when thou hast made an end of this, go up with him to the palace of the king.' And he said to the
youth, 'In whatsoever place thou seest the damsel, speak not a syllable, but acquaint me with her place and thou shall owe her deliverance to none
but me.' The youth thanked him and went with the old woman on such wise as the chamberlain bade him. She fared on with him till they entered
the city [and made the round thereof]; after which she went up to the palace of the king and fell to saying, 'O people of affluence, look on a youth
whom the devils take twice in the day and pray for preservation from [a like] affliction!' And she ceased not to go round about with him till she
came to the eastern wing (189) of the palace, whereupon the slave-girls came out to look upon him and when they saw him they were amazed at his
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beauty and grace and wept for him..When Sindbad the Sailor had made an end of his story, all who were present marvelled at that which had
befallen him. Then he bade his treasurer give the porter an hundred mithcals of gold and dismissed him, charging him return on the morrow, with
the rest of the folk, to hear the history of his seventh voyage. So the porter went away to his house, rejoicing; and on the morrow he presented
himself with the rest of the guests, who sat down, as of their wont, and occupied themselves with eating and drinking and merry-making till the end
of the day, when their host bade them hearken to the story of his seventh voyage. Quoth Sindbad the Sailor,.Sons, Story of King Suleiman Shah
and his, i. 150..Queen Kemeriyeh embraced her, as also did Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Wekhimeh and Queen Sherareh, and the former said to her,
'Rejoice in assured deliverance, for there abideth no harm for thee; but this is no time for talk.' Then they cried out, whereupon up came the Afrits
ambushed in the island, with swords and maces in their hands, and taking up Tuhfeh, flew with her to the palace and made themselves masters
thereof, whilst the Afrit aforesaid, who was dear to Meimoun and whose name was Dukhan, fled like an arrow and stayed not in his flight till he
carne to Meimoun and found him engaged in sore battle with the Jinn. When his lord saw him, he cried out at him, saying, 'Out on thee! Whom
hast thou left in the palace?' And Dukhan answered, saying, 'And who abideth in the palace? Thy beloved Tuhfeh they have taken and Jemreh is
slain and they have gotten possession of the palace, all of it.' With this Meimoun buffeted his face and head and said, 'Out on it for a calamity!' And
he cried aloud. Now Kemeriyeh had sent to her father and acquainted him with the news, whereat the raven of parting croaked for them. So, when
Meimoun saw that which had betided him, (and indeed the Jinn smote upon him and the wings of death overspread his host,) he planted the butt of
his spear in the earth and turning the point thereof to his heart, urged his charger upon it and pressed upon it with his breast, till the point came
forth, gleaming, from his back..98. The Haunted House in Baghdad dclxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? Quoth I, "Thou overcurtainest the morning with the night;"
And she, "Not so; it is the moon that with the dark I shroud.".Selim followed him till he brought him to an underground chamber and showed him
somewhat of wine that was to his mind. So he occupied him with looking upon it and taking him at unawares, sprang upon him from behind and
cast him to the earth and sat upon his breast. Then he drew a knife and set it to his jugular; whereupon there betided Selim [that wherewithal] God
made him forget all that He had decreed [unto him], (72) and he said to the cook, 'Why dost thou this thing, O man? Be mindful of God the Most
High and fear Him. Seest thou not that I am a stranger? And indeed [I have left] behind me a defenceless woman. Why wilt thou slay me?' Quoth
the cook, 'Needs must I slay thee, so I may take thy good.' And Selim said, 'Take my good, but slay me not, neither enter into sin against me; and
do with me kindness, for that the taking of my money is lighter (73) than the taking of my life.'.6. Story of the Hunchback cii.108. Aboukir the
Dyer and Abousir the Barber dccclxvii.Presently, his father and his mother heard of the matter; whereupon the former arose and going up to the
place, wrote a letter and [presented it to the king, who] read it, and behold, therein was written, saying, 'Have pity on me, so may God have pity on
thee, and hasten not in the slaughter [of my son]; for indeed I acted hastily in a certain affair and drowned his brother in the sea, and to this day I
drink the cup of his anguish. If thou must needs kill him, kill me in his stead.' Therewith the old merchant prostrated himself before the king and
wept; and the latter said to him, 'Tell me thy story.' 'O my lord,' answered the merchant, 'this youth had a brother and I [in my haste] cast them both
into the sea.' And he related to him his story from first to last, whereupon the king cried out with an exceeding great cry and casting himself down
from the throne, embraced his father and brother and said to the former, 'By Allah, thou art my very father and this is my brother and thy wife is
our mother.' And they abode weeping, all three..? ? ? ? ? d. The Crow and the Serpent dcxi.? ? ? ? ? b. The Enchanted Youth xxi.55. The Ruined
Man who became Rich again through a Dream cccli.? ? ? ? ? My heart bereavement of my friends forebode; may God of them The dwellings not
bereave, but send them timely home again!.? ? ? ? ? My kinsmen and my friends for thee I did forsake And left them weeping tears that poured as
'twere a tide..The messenger wished him joy of the bath and exceeded in doing him worship. Then he said to him, "The king biddeth thee in weal."
(82) "Hearkening and obedience," answered El Abbas and accompanied the messenger to the king's palace..Presently, the vizier entered and the
king signed to him to cause avoid the place. So he signed to those who were present to withdraw, and they departed; whereupon quoth the king to
him, "How deemest thou, O excellent vizier, O loyal counsellor in all manner of governance, of a vision I have seen in my sleep?" "What is it, O
king?" asked the vizier, and Shah Bekht related to him his dream, adding, "And indeed the sage interpreted it to me and said to me, 'An thou put not
the vizier to death within a month, he will slay thee.' Now I am exceeding both to put the like of thee to death, yet do I fear to leave thee on life.
What then dost thou counsel me that I should do in this matter?" The vizier bowed his head awhile, then raised it and said, "God prosper the king!
Verily, it skills not to continue him on life of whom the king is afraid, and my counsel is that thou make haste to put me to death.".Hindbad the
Porter, Sindbad the Sailor and, iii. 199..45. Ali Shir (230) and Zumurrud dlxix.Now the king had a brother, who envied him and would fain have
been in his place; and when he was weary of looking for his death and the term of his life seemed distant unto him, he took counsel with certain of
his partisans and they said, 'The vizier is the king's counsellor and but for him, there would be left the king no kingdom.' So the king's brother cast
about for the ruin of the vizier, but could find no means of accomplishing his design; and when the affair grew long upon him, he said to his wife,
'What deemest thou will advantage us in this?' Quoth she, 'What is it?' And he replied, 'I mean in the matter of yonder vizier, who inciteth my
brother to devoutness with all his might and biddeth him thereto, and indeed the king is infatuated with his counsel and committeth to him the
governance of all things and matters.' Quoth she, 'Thou sayst truly; but how shall we do with him?' And he answered, 'I have a device, so thou wilt
help me in that which I shall say to thee.' Quoth she, 'Thou shall have my help in whatsoever thou desirest.' And he said, 'I mean to dig him a pit in
the vestibule and dissemble it artfully.'.The king marvelled, he and his company, and praised God the Most High for that he had come thither; after
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which he turned to the eunuch and said to him, 'What is this youth thou hast with thee?' 'O king,' answered he, 'this is the son of a nurse who
belonged to us and we left him little. I saw him to-day and his mother said to me, 'Take him with thee.' So I brought him with me, that he might be
a servant to the king, for that he is an adroit and quickwitted youth.' Then the king fared on, he and his company, and the eunuch and the youth with
them, what while he questioned the former of Belehwan and his dealing with his subjects, and he answered, saying, 'As thy head liveth, O king, the
folk with him are in sore straits and not one of them desireth to look on him, gentle or simple.'.The Khalif laughed at his speech and said, "By
Allah, this is none other than a pleasant tale! Tell me thy story and the cause." "With all my heart," answered Aboulhusn. "Know, O my lord, that
my name is Aboulhusn el Khelia and that my father died and left me wealth galore, of which I made two parts. One I laid up and with the other I
betook myself to [the enjoyment of the pleasures of] friendship [and conviviality] and consorting with comrades and boon-companions and with
the sons of the merchants, nor did I leave one but I caroused with him and he with me, and I spent all my money on companionship and good cheer,
till there remained with me nought [of the first half of my good]; whereupon I betook myself to the comrades and cup-companions upon whom I
had wasted my wealth, so haply they might provide for my case; but, when I resorted to them and went round about to them all, I found no avail in
one of them, nor broke any so much as a crust of bread in my face. So I wept for myself and repairing to my mother, complained to her of my case.
Quoth she, 'On this wise are friends; if thou have aught, they make much of thee and devour thee, but, if thou have nought, they cast thee off and
chase thee away.' Then I brought out the other half of my money and bound myself by an oath that I would never more entertain any, except one
night, after which I would never again salute him nor take note of him; hence my saying to thee, 'Far be it that what is past should recur!' For that I
will never again foregather with thee, after this night.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? eb. Story of the Barber's Second Brother xxxi.77 The Draper and the Thief
(234) dclxi.Now there accosted him once, on his day of ill-omen, an Arab of the Benou Tai, (170) and En Numan would have put him to death; but
the Arab said, "God quicken the king! I have two little girls and have made none guardian over them; so, if the king see fit to grant me leave to go
to them, I will give him the covenant of God (171) that I will return to him, whenas I have appointed them a guardian." En Numan had compassion
on him and said to him, "If a man will be surety for thee of those who are with us, [I will let thee go], and if thou return not, I will put him to
death." Now there was with En Numan his vizier Sherik ben Amrou; so the Tai (172) looked at him and said,.? ? ? ? ? r. The Man who saw the
Night of Power dxcvi.Sixth Officer's Story, The, ii. 146..? ? ? ? ? b, The Merchant's Wife and the Parrot dcccclxxx.? ? ? ? ? O thou that questionest
the lily of its scent, Give ear unto my words and verses thereanent..21. Kemerezzeman and Budour clxx.On this wise she abode a great while and
indeed yearning for him came nigh to slay her; so she stood and watched for him one day at the door of her chamber and straining him to her
bosom, kissed him on the cheek and breast. At this moment, out came the master of the king's household and seeing her embracing the youth,
abode amazed. Then he asked to whom that chamber belonged and was answered, 'To Shah Khatoun, wife of the king,' whereupon he turned back,
trembling as [one smitten by] a thunderbolt. The king saw him quaking and said to him, 'Out on thee! what is the matter?' 'O king,' answered he,
'what matter is graver than that which I see?' 'What seest thou?' asked the king and the officer said, 'I see that yonder youth, who came with the
eunuch, he brought not with him but on account of Shah Khatoun; for that I passed but now by her chamber door, and she was standing, watching;
[and when the youth came up,] she rose to him and clipped him and kissed him on his cheek.'.Third Officer's Story, The, ii. 137..A certain wealthy
merchant had a fair daughter, who was as the full moon, and when she attained the age of fifteen, her father betook himself to an old man and
spreading him a carpet in his sitting-chamber, gave him to eat and caroused with him. Then said he to him, 'I desire to marry thee to my daughter.'
The other excused himself, because of his poverty, and said to him, 'I am not worthy of her nor am I a match for thee.' The merchant was instant
with him, but he repeated his answer to him, saying, 'I will not consent to this till thou acquaint me with the reason of thy desire for me. If I find it
reasonable, I will fall in with thy wish; and if not, I will not do this ever.'.Presently, in came Mesrour the eunuch to him and saluted him and seeing
Nuzhet el Fuad stretched out, uncovered her face and said, "There is no god but God! Our sister Nuzhet el Fuad is dead. How sudden was the
[stroke of] destiny! May God have mercy on thee and acquit thee of responsibility!" Then he returned and related what had passed before the
Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh, and he laughing. "O accursed one,' said the Khalif, "is this a time for laughter? Tell us which is dead of them." "By
Allah, O my lord," answered Mesrour, "Aboulhusn is well and none is dead but Nuzhet el Fuad." Quoth the Khalif to Zubeideh, "Thou hast lost thy
pavilion in thy play," and he laughed at her and said to Mesrour, "O Mesrour, tell her what thou sawest." "Verily, O my lady," said the eunuch, "I
ran without ceasing till I came in to Aboulhusn in his house and found Nuzhet el Fuad lying dead and Aboulhusn sitting at her head, weeping. I
saluted him and condoled with him and sat down by his side and uncovered the face of Nuzhet el Fuad and saw her dead and her face swollen. So I
said to him, 'Carry her out forthright [to burial], so we may pray over her.' He answered, 'It is well;' and I left him to lay her out and came hither,
that I might tell you the news.".? ? ? ? ? y. The foul-favoured Man and his Fair Wife dccccxviii.Man of Khorassan, his Son and his Governor, Story
of the, i. 218..? ? ? ? ? Though over me be the tombstone laid, if ever thou call on me, Though rotten my bone should be, thy voice I'll answer,
come what will..? ? ? ? ? The fire of love-longing I hide; severance consumeth me, A thrall of care, for long desire to wakefulness a prey..? ? ? ? ?
p. The Sixteenth Officer's Story dccccxl.? ? ? ? ? g. The King's Son and the Ogress dlxxxi.Hardly had we settled ourselves in the place when we
heard a noise of kicking [at the door] and people running right and left and questioning the cook and saying, "Hath any one passed by thee?" "Nay,"
answered he; "none hath passed by me." But they ceased not to go round about the shop till the day broke, when they turned back, disappointed.
Then the cook removed the grass and said to us, "Arise, for ye are delivered from death." So we arose, and we were uncovered, without mantle or
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veil; but the cook carried us up into his house and we sent to our lodgings and fetched us veils; and we repented unto God the Most High and
renounced singing, (138) for indeed this was a great deliverance after stress.'.So Selim came forward and kissing the earth before the [supposed]
king, praised him and related to him his story from beginning to end, till the time of their coming to that city, he and his sister, telling him how he
had entered the place and fallen into the hands of the cook and that which had betided him [with him] and what he had suffered from him of beating
and bonds and shackles and pinioning. Moreover, he told him how the cook had made him his brother's slave and how the latter had sold him in
Hind and he had married the princess and become king and how life was not pleasant to him till he should foregather with his sister and how the
cook had fallen in with him a second time and acquainted her with that which had betided him of sickness and disease for the space of a full-told
year..? ? ? ? ? Read thou my writ and apprehend its purport, for my case This is and fate hath stricken me with sorrows past allay..The Sixteenth
Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? The earth is my birth-place, indeed; but my place Of abidance is still in the cheeks of the fair..? ? ? ? ? t. The Weaver
who became a Physician by his Wife's Commandment dccccix.Therewithal the damsel rose briskly and putting off her clothes, washed and donned
sumptuous apparel and perfumed herself and went out to him, as she were a willow-wand or a bamboo-cane, followed by a black slave girl, bearing
the lute. When she came to the young man, she saluted him and sat down by his side. Then she took the lute from the slave-girl and tuning it, smote
thereon in four-and-twenty modes, after which she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.It is told of Jaafer ben Yehya the
Barmecide that he sat down one day to drink and being minded to be private (with his friends), sent for his boon-companions, in whom he
delighted, and charged the chamberlain (145) that he should suffer none of the creatures of God the Most High to enter, save a man of his
boon-companions, by name Abdulmelik ben Salih, (146) who was behindhand with them. Then they donned coloured clothes, (147) for that it was
their wont, whenas they sat in the wine-chamber, to don raiment of red and yellow and green silk, and sat down to drink, and the cups went round
and the lutes pulsed..At this Queen Kemeriyeh was moved to exceeding delight and drank off her cup, saying, 'Well done, O queen of hearts!'
Moreover, she took off a surcoat of blue brocade, fringed with red rubies, and a necklace of white jewels, worth an hundred thousand dinars, and
gave them to Tuhfeh. Then she passed the cup to her sister Zelzeleh, who had in her hand sweet basil, and she said to Tuhfeh, 'Sing to me on this
sweet basil.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised and sang the following verses:.When Abou Temam returned with [news of]
the accomplishment of his errand and brought the presents and the letter, King Ilan Shah rejoiced in this and redoubled in showing him honour and
made much of him. Some days thereafterward, the king of Turkestan sent his daughter and she went in to King Ilan Shah, who rejoiced in her with
an exceeding joy and Abou Temam's worth was exalted in his sight. When the viziers saw this, they redoubled in envy and despite and said, 'An we
contrive us not a device to rid us of this man, we shall perish of rage.' So they bethought them [and agreed upon] a device they should practise..47.
El Melik en Nasir and the three Masters of Police cccxliii.127. The Justice of Providence cccclxxviii.When the evening evened, the king let call his
vizier and he presented himself before him, whereupon he required of him the hearing of the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and
obedience. Know, O king. that.? ? ? ? ? k. The Vizier's Son and the Bathkeeper's Wife dcccclxxxviii.?THE FOURTEENTH OFFICER'S
STORY..There was once a man of the Arabs who had a number of sons, and amongst them a boy, never was seen a fairer than he of favour nor a
more accomplished in loveliness, no, nor a more perfect of wit. When he came to man's estate, his father married him to the daughter of one of his
uncles, and she excelled not in beauty, neither was she praiseworthy of attributes; wherefore she pleased not the youth, but he bore with her, for
kinship's sake..Son, The History of King Azadbekht and his, i. 61..The Tenth Night of the Month..EL MELIK EZ ZAHIR RUKNEDDIN BIBERS
EL BUNDUCDARI AND THE SIXTEEN OFFICERS OF POLICE. (83)."There was once a king of the kings, whose name was Bekhtzeman, and
he was a great eater and drinker and carouser. Now enemies of his made their appearance in certain parts of his realm and threatened him; and one
of his friends said to him, 'O king, the enemy maketh for thee: be on thy guard against him.' Quoth Bekhtzeman, 'I reck not of him, for that I have
arms and wealth and men and am not afraid of aught.' Then said his friends to him, 'Seek aid of God, O king, for He will help thee more than thy
wealth and thine arms and thy men.' But he paid no heed to the speech of his loyal counsellors, and presently the enemy came upon him and waged
war upon him and got the victory over him and his trust in other than God the Most High profited him nought. So he fled from before him and
seeking one of the kings, said to him, 'I come to thee and lay hold upon thy skirts and take refuge with thee, so thou mayst help me against mine
enemy.'.At this I trembled and replied, 'By the Most Great God, O my lord, I have taken a loathing to travel, and whenas any maketh mention to me
of travel by sea or otherwise, I am like to swoon for affright, by reason of that which hath befallen me and what I have suffered of hardships and
perils. Indeed, I have no jot of inclination left for this, and I have sworn never again to leave Baghdad.' And I related to him all that had befallen
me, first and last; whereat he marvelled exceedingly and said, 'By the Most Great God, O Sindbad, never was heard from time immemorial of one
whom there betided that which hath betided thee and well may it behove thee never again to mention travel! But for my sake go thou this once and
carry my letter to the King of Serendib and return in haste, if it be the will of God the Most High, so we may not remain indebted to the king for
favour and courtesy.' And I answered him with 'Hearkening and obedience,' for that I dared not gainsay his commandment.The dealer stood at her
head and one of the merchants said, "I bid a thousand dinars for her." Quoth another, "I bid eleven hundred dinars;" [and a third, "I bid twelve
hundred"]. Then said a fourth merchant, "Be she mine for fourteen hundred dinars." And the biddings stood still at that sum. Quoth her owner, "I
will not sell her save with her consent. If she desire to be sold, I will sell her to whom she willeth." And the slave-dealer said to him, "What is her
name?" "Her name is Sitt el Milah," (11) answered the other; whereupon the dealer said to her, "By thy leave, I will sell thee to yonder merchant
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for this price of fourteen hundred dinars." Quoth she, "Come hither to me." So he came up to her and when he drew near, she gave him a kick with
her foot and cast him to the ground, saying, "I will not have that old man." The slave-dealer arose, shaking the dust from his clothes and head, and
said, "Who biddeth more? Who is desirous [of buying?]" Quoth one of the merchants, "I," and the dealer said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, shall I sell
thee to this merchant?" "Come hither to me," answered she; but he said "Nay; speak and I will hearken to thee from my place, for I will not trust
myself to thee," And she said, "I will not have him.".When the Khalif returned from the chase, he betook himself to Tuhfeh's pavilion and bringing
out the key, opened the door and went in to her. She rose to receive him and kissed his hand, and he took her to his breast and seated her on his
knee. Then food was brought to them and they ate and washed their hands; after which she took the lute and sang, till Er Reshid was moved to
sleep. When she was ware of this, she left singing and told him her adventure with the Lady Zubeideh, saying, 'O Commander of the Faithful, I
would have thee do me a favour and heal my heart and accept my intercession and reject not my word, but go forthright to the Lady Zubeideh's
lodging.' Now this talk befell after he had stripped himself naked and she also had put off her clothes; and he said, 'Thou shouldst have named this
before we stripped ourselves naked.' But she answered, saying, ' O Commander of the Faithful, I did this not but in accordance with the saying of
the poet in the following verses:.Meanwhile, the youth her master abode expecting her; but she returned not and his heart forbode him of the
draught [of separation]; so he went forth at hazard, distraught and knowing not what he should do, and fell to strewing dust upon his head and
crying out, 'The old woman hath taken her and gone away!' The boys followed him with stones and pelted him, saying, 'A madman! A madman!'
Presently, the king's chamberlain, who was a man of age and worth, met him, and when he saw his youth, he forbade the boys and drove there
away from him, after which he accosted him and questioned him of his case. So he told him how it was with him and the chamberlain said to him,
'Fear not: all shall yet be well with thee. I will deliver thy slave-girl for thee: so calm thy trouble.' And he went on to speak him fair and comfort
him, till he put faith in his speech..Lavish of House and Victual to one whom he knew not, The Man who was, i. 293..73. Mohammed el Amin and
Jaafer ben el Hadi dclvii.62. Abdallah ben Maamer with the Man of Bassora and his Slave-girl ccclxxxiii.8. Ghanim ben Eyoub the Slave of Love
xxxix.Quoth Shefikeh, "My mistress hath occasion for thee; so come thou with me and I will engage to restore thee to thy dwelling in weal and
safety." But the nurse answered, saying, "Indeed, her palace is become forbidden (103) to me and never again will I enter therein, for that God
(extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) of His favour and bounty hath rendered me independent of her." So Shefikeh returned to her
mistress and acquainted her with the nurse's words and that wherein she was of affluence; whereupon Mariyeh confessed the unseemliness of her
dealing with her and repented, whenas repentance profited her not; and she abode in that her case days and nights, whilst the fire of longing flamed
in her heart..? ? ? ? ? But now hath Allah from my heart blotted the love of thee, After for constancy I'd grown a name of wonderment..So the affair
was concluded and we drew up the contract of marriage and I made the bride-feast; but on the wedding-night I beheld a thing (214) than which
never made God the Most High aught more loathly. Methought her people had contrived this by way of sport; so I laughed and looked for my
mistress, whom I had seen [at the lattice], to make her appearance; but saw her not. When the affair was prolonged and I found none but her, I was
like to go mad for vexation and fell to beseeching my Lord and humbling myself in supplication to Him that He would deliver me from her. When I
arose in the morning, there came the chamber-woman and said to me, "Hast thou occasion for the bath?" "No," answered I; and she said, "Art thou
for breakfast?" But I replied, "No;" and on this wise I abode three days, tasting neither meat nor drink..When the damsel had made an end of her
song, El Abbas swooned away and they sprinkled on him rose-water, mingled with musk, till he came to himself, when he called another damsel
(now there was on her of linen and clothes and ornaments that which beggareth description, and she was endowed with brightness and loveliness
and symmetry and perfection, such as shamed the crescent moon, and she was a Turkish girl from the land of the Greeks and her name was
Hafizeh) and said to her, "O Hafizeh, close thine eyes and tune thy lute and sing to us upon the days of separation." She answered him with
"Hearkening and obedience" and taking the lute, tuned its strings and cried out from her head, (107) in a plaintive voice, and sang the following
verses:
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