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75 El Fezl ben Rebiya (233) and the Old Bedouin dclx.When it was eventide, the king summoned the vizier and bade him tell the [promised] story,
"Hearkening and obedience," answered he. "Know, O king, that.Vizier's Daughters, The Two Kings and the, iii. 145,.THE BOOK OF THE
THOUSAND NIGHTS AND ONE NIGHT..The Twenty-Sixth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlix.? ? ? ?
? ? ? ? ? ? How many an one, with loss of wealth, hath turned mine enemy!.So they ate and Tuhfeh looked at the two kings, who had not changed
their favour and said to Kemeriyeh, 'O my lady, what is yonder wild beast and that other like unto him? By Allah, mine eye brooketh not the sight
of them.' Kemeriyeh laughed and answered, 'O my sister, that is my father Es Shisban and the other is Meimoun the Sworder; and of the pride of
their souls and their arrogance, they consented not to change their [natural] fashion. Indeed, all whom thou seest here are, by nature, like unto them
in fashion; but, on thine account, they have changed their favour, for fear lest thou be disquieted and for the comforting of thy mind, so thou
mightest make friends with them and be at thine ease.' 'O my lady,' quoth Tuhfeh, 'indeed I cannot look at them. How frightful is yonder Meimoun,
with his [one] eye! Mine eye cannot brook the sight of him, and indeed I am fearful of him.' Kemeriyeh laughed at her speech, and Tuhfeh said, 'By
Allah, O my lady, I cannot fill my eye with them!' (200) Then said her father Es Shisban to her, 'What is this laughing?' So she bespoke him in a
tongue none understood but they [two] and acquainted him with that which Tuhfeh had said; whereat he laughed a prodigious laugh, as it were the
pealing thunder..When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier, and when he presented himself, he required of him the [promised] story.
So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O august king, that.Aboulhusn abode with his wife in eating and drinking and all delight of life, till
all that was with them was spent, when he said to her, "Harkye, O Nuzhet el Fuad!" "At thy service," answered she, and he said, "I have it in mind
to play a trick on the Khalif and thou shalt do the like with the Lady Zubeideh, and we will take of them, in a twinkling, two hundred dinars and
two pieces of silk." "As thou wilt," answered she; "but what thinkest thou to do?" And he said,"We will feign ourselves dead and this is the trick. I
will die before thee and lay myself out, and do thou spread over me a kerchief of silk and loose [the muslin of] my turban over me and tie my toes
and lay on my heart a knife, and a little salt. (35) Then let down thy hair and betake thyself to thy mistress Zubeideh, tearing thy dress and buffeting
thy face and crying out. She will say to thee, 'What aileth thee?' and do thou answer her, saying, 'May thy head outlive Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he
is dead." She will mourn for me and weep and bid her treasuress give thee a hundred dinars and a piece of silk and will say to thee, 'Go lay him out
and carry him forth [to burial].' So do thou take of her the hundred dinars and the piece of silk and come back, and when thou returnest to me, I will
rise up and thou shalt lie down in my place, and I will go to the Khalif and say to him, 'May thy head outlive Nuzhet el Fuad!' and tear my dress
and pluck at my beard. He will mourn for thee and say to his treasurer, 'Give Aboulhusn a hundred dinars and a piece of silk.' Then he will say to
me, 'Go; lay her out and carry her forth;' and I will come back to thee.".Thereupon they all dismounted and putting off that which was upon them of
harness of war, came before El Abbas and tendered him allegiance and sued for his protection. So he held his hand from them and bade them gather
together the spoils. Then he took the riches and the slaves and the camels, and they all became his liege-men and his retainers, to the number
(according to that which is said) of fifty thousand horse. Moreover, the folk heard of him and flocked to him from all sides; whereupon he divided
[the spoil amongst them] and gave gifts and abode thus three days, and there came presents to him. Then he bade set out for Akil's abiding-place;
so they fared on six days and on the seventh day they came in sight of the camp. El Abbas bade his man Aamir forego him and give Akil the glad
news of his cousin's coming. So he rode on to the camp and going in to Akil, gave him the glad news of Zuheir's slaughter and the conquest of his
tribe..Lavish of House and Victual to one whom he knew not, The Man who was, i. 293..Then he thrust his feet into boots and girt him with a
sword and a girdle and bound about his middle a quiver and a bow and arrows. Moreover, he put money in his pocket and thrust into his sleeve
letters-patent addressed to the governor of Ispahan, bidding him assign to Rustem Khemartekeni a monthly allowance of a hundred dirhems and ten
pounds of bread and five pounds of meat and enrol him among the Turks under his commandment. Then he took him up and carrying him forth,
left him in one of the mosques..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Old Man's Story ii.So the prefect carried him up to the Sultan and he said, "I have an
advertisement for thee, O my lord." "What is thine advertisement?" asked the Sultan; and the thief said, "I repent and will deliver into thy hand all
who are evildoers; and whomsoever I bring not, I will stand in his stead." Quoth the Sultan, "Give him a dress of honour and accept his profession
of repentance." So he went down from the presence and returning to his comrades, related to them that which had passed and they confessed his
subtlety and gave him that which they had promised him. Then he took the rest of the stolen goods and went up with them to the Sultan. When the
latter saw him, he was magnified in his eyes and he commanded that nought should be taken from him. Then, when he went down, [the Sultan's]
attention was diverted from him, little by little, till the case was forgotten, and so he saved the booty [for himself].' The folk marvelled at this and
the fifteenth officer came forward and said, 'Know that among those who make a trade of knavery are those whom God the Most High taketh on
their own evidence against themselves.' 'How so?' asked they; and he said..63. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh ccclxxxiii.One day, he went forth
in quest of certain stray camels of his and fared on all his day and night till eventide, when he [came to an Arab encampment and] was fain to seek
hospitality of one of the inhabitants. So he alighted at one of the tents of the camp and there came forth to him a man of short stature and loathly
aspect, who saluted him and lodging him in a corner of the tent, sat entertaining him with talk, the goodliest that might be. When his food was
dressed, the Arab's wife brought it to the guest, and he looked at the mistress of the tent and saw a favour than which no goodlier might be. Indeed,
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her beauty and grace and symmetry amazed him and he abode confounded, looking now at her and now at her husband. When his looking grew
long, the man said to him, 'Harkye, O son of the worthy! Occupy thyself with thine own concerns, for by me and this woman hangeth a rare story,
that is yet goodlier than that which thou seest of her beauty; and when we have made an end of our food, I will tell it thee.'.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab.
Story of the King's Son and the Ogress xv.? ? ? ? ? o. The King's Son and the Merchant's Wife dccccxciii.There was once a man of fortune, who
lost his wealth, and chagrin and melancholy got the mastery of him, so that he became an idiot and lost his wit. There abode with him of his wealth
about a score of dinars and he used to beg alms of the folk, and that which they gave him he would gather together and lay to the dinars that were
left him. Now there was in that town a vagabond, who made his living by sharping, and he knew that the idiot had somewhat of money; so he fell
to spying upon him and gave not over watching him till he saw him put in an earthen pot that which he had with him of money and enter a deserted
ruin, where he sat down, [as if] to make water, and dug a hole, in which he laid the pot and covering it up, strewed earth upon the place. Then he
went away and the sharper came and taking what was in the pot, covered it up again, as it was..So they dragged him away, what while he wept and
spoke the words which whoso saith shall nowise be confounded, to wit, "There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Sublime!"
When they came to the Tigris, one of them drew the sword upon him and El Muradi said to the swordbearer, "Smite off his head." But one of them,
Ahmed by name, said, "O folk, deal gently with this poor wretch and slay him not unjustly and wickedly, for I stand in fear of God the Most High,
lest He burn me with his fire." Quoth El Muradi, "A truce to this talk!" And Ahmed said, "If ye do with him aught, I will acquaint the Commander
of the Faithful." "How, then, shall we do with him?" asked they; and he answered, "Let us deposit him in prison and I will be answerable to you for
his provision; so shall we be quit of his blood, for indeed he is wrongfully used." So they took him up and casting him into the Prison of Blood,
(13)went away..? ? ? ? ? l. The Wife's Device to Cheat her Husband dcccclxxxix.? ? ? ? ? x. The King and his Chamberlain's Wife dccccxvii.? ? ? ?
? c. The Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclv.? ? ? ? ? All hearkening to my word, obeying my command, In whatsoever thing is pleasing to my
sight..74. The Simpleton and the Sharper ccclxxxviii.She abode with Ins ben Cais twelve years, during which time he was blessed with no children
by her; wherefore his breast was straitened, by reason of the failure of lineage, and he besought his Lord to vouchsafe him a child. Accordingly the
queen conceived, by permission of God the Most High; and when the days of her pregnancy were accomplished, she gave birth to a maid-child,
than whom never saw eyes a goodlier, for that her face was as it were a pure pearl or a shining lamp or a golden (50) candle or a full moon breaking
forth of a cloud, extolled be the perfection of Him who created her from vile water (51) and made her a delight to the beholders! When her father
saw her on this wise of loveliness, his reason fled for joy, and when she grew up, he taught her the art of writing and polite letters (52) and
philosophy and all manner of tongues. So she excelled the folk of her time and overpassed her peers; (53) and the sons of the kings heard of her and
all of them desired to look upon her..? ? ? ? ? h. The Drop of Honey dcccclxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Calender's Story xlii.? ? ? ? ? How many a
victim of the pangs of love-liking hath died! Tired is my patience, but of blame my censors never tire..Marriage to the Poor Old Man, The Rich
Man who gave his Fair Daughter in, i. 247..A thief of the thieves of the Arabs went [one night] to a certain man's house, to steal from a heap of
wheat there, and the people of the house surprised him. Now on the heap was a great copper measure, and the thief buried himself in the corn and
covered his head with the measure, so that the folk found him not and went away; but, as they were going, behold, there came a great crack of wind
forth of the corn. So they went up to the measure and [raising it], discovered the thief and laid hands on him. Quoth he, "I have eased you of the
trouble of seeking me: for I purposed, [in letting wind], to direct you to my [hiding-]place; wherefore do ye ease me and have compassion on me,
so may God have compassion on you!" So they let him go and harmed him not..? ? ? ? ? Wherefore, O stranger, dare thou not approach me with
desire, Lest ruin quick and pitiless thy hardihood requite..The Twentieth Night of the Month..Then the king assembled his nobles and commons
and the astrologers and said to them, 'Know that what God hath graven upon the forehead, be it fair fortune or calamity, none may avail to efface,
and all that is decreed unto a man he must needs abide. Indeed, this my caretaking and my endeavour profited me nought, for that which God
decreed unto my son, he hath abidden and that which He decreed unto me hath betided me. Nevertheless, I praise God and thank Him for that this
was at my son's hand and not at the hand of another, and praised be He for that the kingship is come to my son!' And he strained the youth to his
breast and embraced him and kissed him, saying, 'O my son, this matter was on such a wise, and of my care and watchfulness over thee from
destiny, I lodged thee in that pit; but caretaking availed not.' Then he took the crown of the kingship and set it on his son's head and caused the folk
and the people swear fealty to him and commended the subjects to his care and enjoined him to justice and equity. And he took leave of him that
night and died and his son reigned in his stead..Moreover, he gave her a complete suit of clothes and raising his head to her, said, "When thou
toldest me that which Mariyeh had done with thee, God rooted out the love of her from my heart, and never again will she occur to my mind; so
extolled be the perfection of Him who turneth hearts and eyes! It was she who was the cause of my coming out from Yemen, and now the time is
past for which I engaged with my people and I fear lest my father levy his troops and come forth in quest of me, for that he hath no child other than
myself and cannot brook to be parted from me; and on like wise is it with my mother." When the nurse heard his words, she said to him, "O my
lord, and which of the kings is thy father?" "My father is El Aziz, lord of Yemen and Nubia and the Islands (91) of the Benou Kehtan and the Two
Noble Sanctuaries (92) (God the Most High have them in His keeping!)," answered El Abbas; "and whenas he taketh horse, there mount with him
an hundred and twenty and four thousand horsemen, all smiters with the sword, let alone attendants and servants and followers, all of whom give
ear unto my word and obey my commandment." "Why, then, O my lord," asked the nurse, "didst thou conceal the secret of thy rank and lineage
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and passedst thyself off for a wayfarer? Alas for our disgrace before thee by reason of our shortcoming in rendering thee thy due! What shall be our
excuse with thee, and thou of the sons of the kings?" But he rejoined, "By Allah, thou hast not fallen short! Nay, it is incumbent on me to requite
thee, what while I live, though I be far distant from thee.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of Aziz and Azizeh cxliii.Bekhtzeman, Story of King, i.
115..24. Maan ben Zaideh and the three Girls cclxxi.Assemble, ye people of passion, I pray, iii. 31..When she had made an end of her song, Queen
Es Shuhba arose and said, 'Never heard I from any the like of this.' And she drew Tuhfeh to her and fell to kissing her. Then she took leave of her
and flew away; and all the birds took flight with her, so that they walled the world; whilst the rest of the kings tarried behind..? ? ? ? ? Thus unto
thee have I set forth my case; consider well My words, so thou mayst guided be aright by their intent..Pease on thee! Would our gaze might light on
thee once more! ii. 89..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. The King's Son and the Ogress xv.12. Asleep and Awake cclxxi.143. Ibrahim of Mosul and the Devil
dclxxxvii.King who knew the Quintessence of Things, The, i. 230..Then said she, "O king, comest thou to a [watering-]place whereat thy dog hath
drunken and wilt thou drink thereof?" The king was abashed at her and at her words and went out from her, but forgot his sandal in the house..11.
The Hermits cxlviii.? ? ? ? ? The curtain of delight, perforce, we've lifted through the friend, (143) For tidings of great joy, indeed, there came to us
of late..'Know, then,' said the merchant, 'that I am a man from the land of China and was in my youth well-favoured and well-to-do. Now I made no
account of womankind, one and all, but followed after boys, and one night I saw, in a dream, as it were a balance set up, and it was said by it, "This
is the portion of such an one." Presently, I heard my own name; so I looked and beheld a woman of the utmost loathliness; whereupon I awoke in
affright and said, "I will never marry, lest haply this loathly woman fall to my lot." Then I set out for this city with merchandise and the voyage was
pleasant to me and the sojourn here, so that I took up my abode here awhile and got me friends and factors, till I had sold all my merchandise and
taken its price and there was left me nothing to occupy me till the folk (212) should depart and depart with them..? ? ? ? ? e. The Story of the
Portress xviii.? ? ? ? ? Still do I yearn, whilst passion's fire flames in my liver aye; For parting's shafts have smitten me and done my strength
away..When the king heard this, he said in himself "How like is this to my own story in the matter of the vizier and his slaughter! Had I not used
precaution, I had put him to death." And he bade Er Rehwan depart to his own house..King of Ind and his Vizier, The, ii. 105..Picture, The Prince
who fell in love with the, i. 256..? ? ? ? ? The intercessor who to thee herself presenteth veiled Is not her like who naked comes with thee to
intercede.'.Accordingly El Merouzi repaired to the market and fetching that which he sought, returned to Er Razi's house, where he found the latter
cast down in the vestibule, with his beard tied and his eyes shut; and indeed, his colour was paled and his belly blown out and his limbs relaxed. So
he deemed him in truth dead and shook him; but he spoke not; and he took a knife and pricked him in the legs, but he stirred not. Then said Er
Razi, 'What is this, O fool?' And El Merouzi answered, 'Methought thou wast dead in very sooth.' Quoth Er Razi, 'Get thee to seriousness and leave
jesting.' So he took him up and went with him to the market and collected [alms] for him that day till eventide, when he carried him back to his
lodging and waited till the morrow..There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a king of the kings of the time, by name Shah
Bekht, who had troops and servants and guards galore and a vizier called Er Rehwan, who was wise, understanding, a man of good counsel and a
cheerful acceptor of the commandments of God the Most High, to whom belong might and majesty. The king committed to him the affairs of his
kingdom and his subjects and said according to his word, and on this wise he abode a long space of time..Akil rejoiced in the coming of El Abbas
and the slaughter of his enemy and all in his camp rejoiced also and cast dresses of honour upon Aamir. Moreover, Akil bade go forth to meet El
Abbas, and commanded that none, great or small, freeman or slave, should tarry behind. So they did his bidding and going forth all, met El Abbas
at three parasangs' distance from the camp. When they met him, they all dismounted from their horses and Akil and he embraced and clapped
hands. (95) Then they returned, rejoicing in the coming of El Abbas and the slaughter of their enemy, to the camp, where tents were pitched for the
new-comers and carpets spread and game killed and beasts slaughtered and royal guest-meals spread; and on this wise they abode twenty days, in
the enjoyment of all delight and solace of life..So the sharper took the two thousand dinars and made off; and when he was gone, the merchant said
to his friend, the [self-styled] man of wit and intelligence, 'Harkye, such an one! Thou and I are like unto the hawk and the locust.' 'What was their
case?' asked the other; and the merchant said,.When the youth saw this, he marvelled at that which his father had done and said, 'This is a sorry
treasure.' Then he went forth and fell to eating and drinking with the folk, till nothing was left him and he abode two days without tasting food, at
the end of which time he took a handkerchief and selling it for two dirhems, bought bread and milk with the price and left it on the shelf [and went
out. Whilst he was gone,] a dog came and took the bread and spoiled the milk, and when the man returned and saw this, he buffeted his face and
went forth, distraught, at a venture. Presently, he met a friend of his, to whom he discovered his case, and the other said to him, 'Art thou not
ashamed to talk thus? How hast thou wasted all this wealth and now comest telling lies and saying, "The dog hath mounted on the shelf," and
talking nonsense?' And he reviled him..? ? ? ? ? Yea, for the perfidies of Fate and sev'rance I'm become Even as was Bishr (85) of old time with
Hind, (86) a fearful swain;.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of the Jealous Man and the Parrot (226) xiv.Then he conferred on him a dress of honour and
engaged to him for the completion of the dowry and sent to his father, giving him the glad news and comforting his heart with [the tidings of] his
son's safety; after which he said to Bihzad, Arise, O my son, and go to thy father.' 'O king,' rejoined the prince, 'complete thy kindness to me by
[hastening] my going-in to my wife; for, if I go back to my father, till he send a messenger and he return, promising me, the time will be long.' The
king laughed and marvelled at him and said to him, 'I fear for thee from this haste, lest thou come to shame and attain not thy desire.' Then he gave
him wealth galore and wrote him letters, commending him to the father of the princess, and despatched him to them. When he drew near their
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country, the king came forth to meet him with the people of his realm and assigned him a handsome lodging and bade hasten the going-in of his
daughter to him, in compliance with the other king's letter. Moreover, he advised the prince's father [of his son's coming] and they busied
themselves with the affair of the damsel..?STORY OF THE WEAVER WHO BECAME A PHYSICIAN BY HIS WIFE'S
COMMANDMENT..Then she told him the story of Anca, daughter of Behram Gour, with Anca, daughter of the wind, and described to him her
dwelling-place and her island, whereupon quoth Er Reshid, 'O Tuhfet es Sedr, (252) tell me of El Anca, daughter of Behram Gour; is she of the
Jinn or of mankind or of the birds? For this long time have I desired to find one who should tell me of her.' 'It is well, O Commander of the
Faithful,' answered Tuhfeh. 'I asked the queen of this and she acquainted me with her case and told me who built her the palace.' Quoth Er Reshid,
'I conjure thee by Allah, tell it me.' And Tuhfeh answered, 'It is well,' and proceeded to tell him. And indeed he was amazed at that which he heard
from her and what she told him and at that which she had brought back of jewels and jacinths of various colours and preciots stones of many kinds,
such as amazed the beholder and confounded thought and mind. As for this, it was the means of the enrichment of the Barmecides and the
Abbasicles, and they abode in their delight..Merchant of Cairo and the Favourite of the Khalif El Maraoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, The, iii. 171..? ?
? ? ? Yet thou repaidst me with constraint, rigour and perfidy, To which no lover might himself on any wise resign..52. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and
the Merchant's Sister dcvi.Then she wept and the old woman with her and the latter went up to Aboulhusn and uncovering his face, saw his eyes
bound and swollen for the binding. So she covered him again and said, "Indeed, O Nuzhet el Fuad, thou art afflicted in Aboulhusn!" Then she
condoled with her and going out from her, ran without ceasing till she came in to the Lady Zubeideh and related to her the story; and the princess
said to her, laughing, "Tell it over again to the Khalif, who maketh me out scant of wit and lacking of religion, and to this ill-omened slave, who
presumeth to contradict me." Quoth Mesrour, "This old woman lieth; for I saw Aboulhusn well and Nuzhet el Fuad it was who lay dead." "It is thou
that liest," rejoined the stewardess, "and wouldst fain sow discord between the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh." And he said, "None lieth but thou, O
old woman of ill-omen, and thy lady believeth thee, and she doteth." Whereupon the Lady Zubeideh cried out at him, and indeed she was enraged
at him and at his speech and wept..?THE FIFTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..When King Kisra heard this, he redoubled in loveliking for her and
affection and said to her, 'Do what thou wilt.' So he let bring a litter and carrying her therein to his dwelling-place, married her and entreated her
with the utmost honour. Then he sent a great army to King Dadbin and fetching him and his vizier and the chamberlain, caused bring them before
him, unknowing what he purposed with them. Moreover, he caused set up for Arwa a pavilion in the courtyard of his palace and she entered therein
and let down the curtain before herself. When the servants had set their seats and they had seated themselves, Arwa raised a corner of the curtain
and said, 'O Kardan, rise to thy feet, for it befitteth not that thou sit in the like of this assembly, before this mighty King Kisra.' When the vizier
heard these words, his heart quaked and his joints were loosened and of his fear, he rose to his feet. Then said she to him, 'By the virtue of Him
who hath made thee stand in this place of standing [up to judgment], and thou abject and humiliated, I conjure thee speak the truth and say what
prompted thee to lie against me and cause me go forth from my house and from the hand of my husband and made thee practise thus against a man,
(117) a true believer, and slay him. This is no place wherein leasing availeth nor may prevarication be therein.'.Sitt el Milah, Noureddin Ali of
Damascus and, iii. 3..48. Haroun Er Reshid with the Damsel and Abou Nuwas dc.Eighth Officer's Story, The, ii. 155..Mariyeh, El Abbas and, iii.
53..Sharpers, The Money-Changer and the Ass, The, ii. 41..Women's Craft, ii. 287..39. Abou Mohammed the Lazy dlviii.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Old
Man's Story iv.The old man carried Tuhfeh up [to the dais and seated her] on a chair of gold beside the throne, whilst she was amazed at that which
she saw in that place and magnified her Lord (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) and hallowed Him. Then the kings of the Jinn came up
to the throne and seated themselves thereon; and they were in the semblance of mortals, excepting two of them, who were in the semblance of the
Jinn, with eyes slit endlong and jutting horns and projecting tusks. After this there came up a young lady, fair of favour and pleasant of parts; the
light of her face outshone that of the flambeaux, and about her were other three women, than whom there were no fairer on the face of the earth.
They saluted Tuhfeh and she rose to them and kissed the earth before them; whereupon they embraced her and sat down on the chairs
aforesaid..When the prince came before him, he sought of him his daughter in marriage, and the king said, 'Indeed, thou art her equal, but none dare
name a man to her, because of her aversion to men.' So the prince pitched his tents under the windows of the princess's palace, till one day he got
hold of one of her favourite slave-girls and gave her wealth galore. Quoth she to him, 'Hast thou a wish?' 'Yes,' answered he and acquainted her
with his case; and she said, 'Indeed thou puttest thyself in peril.' Then he abode, flattering himself with false hopes, till all that he had with him was
gone and the servants fled from him; whereupon quoth he to one in whom he trusted, 'I am minded to go to my country and fetch what may suffice
me and return hither.' And the other answered, 'It is for thee to decide.' So they set out to return, but the way was long to them and all that the
prince had with him was spent and his company died and there abode but one with him, on whom he loaded what remained of the victual and they
left the rest and fared on. Then there came out a lion and ate the servant, and the prince abode alone. He went on, till his beast stood still,
whereupon he left her and fared on afoot till his feet swelled..Presently, her husband entered and saw the girdle and knew it. Now he was ware of
the king's love for women; so he said to his wife, ' What is this that I see with thee?' Quoth she, 'I will tell thee the truth,' and recounted to him the
story; but he believed her not and doubt entered into his heart. As for the king, he passed that night in chagrin and concern, and when it morrowed,
he summoned the chamberlain and investing him with the governance of one of his provinces, bade him betake himself thither, purposing, after he
should have departed and come to his destination, to foregather with his wife. The chamberlain perceived [his intent] and knew his design; so he
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answered, saying, 'Hearkening and obedience. I will go and set my affairs in order and give such charges as may be necessary for the welfare of my
estate; then will I go about the king's occasion.' And the king said, 'Do this and hasten.'.On the fourth day, all the troops and the people of the realm
assembled together to the [supposed] king and standing at his gate, craved leave to enter. Selma bade admit them; so they entered and paid her the
service of the kingship and gave her joy of her brother's safe return. She bade them do suit and service to Selim, and they consented and paid him
homage; after which they kept silence awhile, so they might hear what the king should command. Then said Selma, 'Harkye, all ye soldiers and
subjects, ye know that ye enforced me to [accept] the kingship and besought me thereof and I consented unto your wishes concerning my
investment [with the royal dignity]; and I did this [against my will]; for know that I am a woman and that I disguised myself and donned man's
apparel, so haply my case might be hidden, whenas I lost my brother. But now, behold, God hath reunited me with my brother, and it is no longer
lawful to me that I be king and bear rule over the people, and I a woman; for that there is no governance for women, whenas men are present.
Wherefore, if it like you, do ye set my brother on the throne of the kingdom, for this is he; and I will busy myself with the worship of God the Most
High and thanksgiving [to Him] for my reunion with my brother. Or, if it like you, take your kingship and invest therewith whom ye will.'.The old
woman received the alms from her and carrying it to Selim, took part thereof herself and with the rest bought him an old shirt, in which she clad
him, after she had stripped him of that he had on. Then she threw away the gown she had taken from off him and arising forthright, washed his
body of that which was thereon of filth and scented him with somewhat of perfume. Moreover, she bought him chickens and made him broth; so he
ate and his life returned to him and he abode with her on the most solaceful of life till the morrow..14. Khelif the Fisherman (227) cccxxi.?STORY
OF THE OLD SHARPER..When the evening came, the king bade fetch the vizier; so he presented himself before him and the king bade him tell
the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king (but God alone knoweth His secret purpose and is versed in all that is
past and was foredone among bygone peoples), that.?STORY OF THE MAN OF KHORASSAN, HIS SON AND HIS GOVERNOR..Then she
charged her husband keep watch over the thief, till she should return, and repairing to his wife, acquainted her with his case and told her that her
husband the thief had been taken and had compounded for his release, at the price of seven hundred dirhems, and named to her the token. So she
gave her the money and she took it and returned to her house. By this time, the dawn had broken; so she let the thief go his way, and when he went
out, she said to him, 'O my dear one, when shall I see thee come and take the treasure?' 'O indebted one,' answered he, 'when thou needest other
seven hundred dirhems, wherewithal to amend thy case and that of thy children and to discharge thy debts.' And he went out, hardly believing in
his deliverance from her. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the three men and our Lord Jesus.".? ? ? ? ? Lo, since
the day I left you, O my masters, Life is not sweet, no aye my heart is light..? ? ? ? ? k. The Prisoner and how God gave him Relief .
cccclxxxv.Accordingly, he made a banquet, and stationing himself in the man's way, invited him and carried him to his house, where they sat down
and ate and drank and abode in discourse. Presently, the young man said to the other, 'I hear that thou hast with thee a slave-girl, whom thou
desirest to sell.' And he answered, saying, 'By Allah, O my lord, I have no mind to sell her!' Quoth the youth, 'I hear that she cost thee a thousand
dinars, and I will give thee six hundred, to boot.' And the other said, 'I sell her to thee [at that price].' So they fetched notaries, who drew up the
contract of sale, and the young man counted out to the girl's master half the purchase money, saying, 'Let her be with thee till I complete to thee the
rest of the price and take my slave-girl.' The other consented to this and took of him a bond for the rest of the money, and the girl abode with her
master, on deposit..On this wise we abode a whole year, at the end of which time she was absent (185) from me a month's space, wherefore fire
raged in my heart on her account. When it was the next month, behold, a little eunuch presented himself to me and said, "I am a messenger to thee
from such an one," [naming my mistress], "who giveth thee to know that the Commander of the Faithful hath sentenced her to be drowned, her and
those who are with her, six-and-twenty slave-girls, on such a day at Deir et Tin, (186) for that they have confessed against one another of lewdness,
and she biddeth thee look how thou mayst do with her and how thou mayst contrive to deliver her, even if thou gather together all her money and
spend it upon her, for that this is the time of manhood." (187) Quoth I, "I know not this woman; belike it is other than I [to whom this message is
addressed]; so beware, O eunuch, lest thou cast me into stress." Quoth he, "Behold, I have told thee [that which I had to say,"] and went away,
leaving me in concern [on her account]..The young man marvelled at his story and lay the night with him; and when he arose in the morning, he
found his strays. So he took them and returning [to his family.], acquainted them with what he had seen and that which had betided him. Nor,"
added the vizier, "is this more marvellous or rarer than the story of the king who lost kingdom and wealth and wife and children and God restored
them unto him and requited him with a kingdom more magnificent than that which he had lost and goodlier and rarer and greater of wealth and
elevation.".When the Khalif heard his verses, he took the cup from his hand and kissed it and drank it off and returned it to Aboulhusn, who made
him an obeisance and filled and drank. Then he filled again and kissing the cup thrice, recited the following verses:.Then came her brother to him
and said, "O Firouz, an thou wilt not acquaint me with the reason of thine anger against thy wife, come and plead with us before the king." Quoth
he, "If ye will have me plead with you, I will do so." So they went to the king and found the cadi sitting with him; whereupon quoth the damsel's
brother, "God assist our lord the cadi! I let this man on hire a high-walled garden, with a well in good case and trees laden with fruit; but he beat
down its walls and ruined its well and ate its fruits, and now he desireth to return it to me." The cadi turned to Firouz and said to him, "What sayst
thou, O youth?" And he answered, "Indeed, I delivered him the garden in the goodliest of case." So the cadi said to the brother, "Hath he delivered
thee the garden, as he saith?" And the other replied, "No; but I desire to question him of the reason of his returning it." Quoth the cadi, "What sayst
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thou, O youth?" And Firouz answered, "I returned it in my own despite, for that I entered it one day and saw the track of the lion; wherefore I
feared lest, if I entered it again, the lion should devour me. So that which I did, I did of reverence to him and for fear of him.".28. Hatim Tai; his
Generosity after Death dxxxi.When the troops entered Baghdad, each of them alighted in his pavilion, whilst El Abbas encamped apart in a place
near the Tigris and commanded to slaughter for the troops, each day, that which should suffice them of oxen and sheep and bake them bread and
spread the tables. So the folk ceased not to come to him and eat of his banquet. Moreover, all the people of the country came to him with presents
and rarities and he requited them many times the like of their gifts, so that the lands were filled with his tidings and the report of him was bruited
abroad among the folk of the deserts and the cities..Then they drank till they were drunken, and when they had taken leave [of their wits], the host
turned to me and said, "Thou dealtest not friendly with him who sought an alms of thee and thou saidst to him, 'How loathly thou art!'" I considered
him and behold, he was the lophand who had accosted me in my pleasaunce. So I said, "O my lord, what is this thou sayest?" And he answered,
saying, "Wait; thou shall remember it." So saying, he shook his head and stroked his beard, whilst I sat down for fear. Then he put out his hand to
my veil and shoes and laying them by his side, said to me, "Sing, O accursed one!" So I sang till I was weary, whilst they occupied themselves with
their case and intoxicated themselves and their heat redoubled. (136) Presently, the doorkeeper came to me and said, "Fear not, O my lady; but,
when thou hast a mind to go, let me know." Quoth I, "Thinkest thou to delude me?" And he said, "Nay, by Allah! But I have compassion on thee
for that our captain and our chief purposeth thee no good and methinketh he will slay thee this night." Quoth I to him, "An thou be minded to do
good, now is the time." And he answered, saying, "When our chief riseth to do his occasion and goeth to the draught-house, I will enter before him
with the light and leave the door open; and do thou go whithersoever thou wilt.".Unjust King and the Tither, The, i. 272.? ? ? ? ? So be thou kind to
me, for love my body wasteth sore, The thrall of passion I'm become its fires consume me quite..Midst colours, my colour excelleth in light, ii.
258..Presently, the princess turned to her maid and bade her fetch them somewhat of food and sweetmeats and dessert and fruits. So Shefikeh
brought what she desired and they ate and drank [and abode on this wise] without lewdness, till the night departed and the day came. Then said El
Abbas, "Indeed, the day is come. Shall I go to my father and bid him go to thy father and seek thee of him in marriage for me, in accordance with
the Book of God the Most High and the Institutes of His Apostle (whom may He bless and keep!) so we may not enter into transgression?" And
Mariyeh answered, saying, "By Allah, it is well counselled of thee!" So he went away to his lodging and nought befell between them; and when the
day lightened, she improvised and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? j. The Unjust King and the Tither dcccxcix.When El Abbas had made an
end of his verses, his father said to him, "I seek refuge for thee with God, O my son! Hast thou any want unto which thou availest not, so I may
endeavour for thee therein and lavish my treasures in quest thereof?" "O father mine," answered El Abbas, "I have, indeed, an urgent want, on
account whereof I came forth of my native land and left my people and my home and exposed myself to perils and stresses and became an exile
from my country, and I trust in God that it may be accomplished by thine august endeavour." "And what is thy want?" asked the king. Quoth El
Abbas, "I would have thee go and demand me in marriage Mariyeh, daughter of the King of Baghdad, for that my heart is distraught with love of
her." And he recounted to his father his story from first to last..? ? ? ? ? Hence on the morrow forth I fare and leave your land behind; So take your
leave of us nor fear mishap or ill event..? ? ? ? ? I'm the crown of every sweet and fragrant weed; When the loved one calls, I keep the tryst
agreed..As for the Khalif, he swooned away for laughing and said, "O Aboulhusn, thou wilt never cease to be a wag and do rarities and oddities!"
Quoth he, "O Commander of the Faithful, I played off this trick, for that the money was exhausted, which thou gavest me, and I was ashamed to
ask of thee again. When I was single, I could never keep money; but since thou marriedst me to this damsel here, if I possessed thy wealth, I should
make an end of it. So, when all that was in my hand was spent, I wrought this trick, so I might get of thee the hundred dinars and the piece of silk;
and all this is an alms from our lord. But now make haste to give me the thousand dinars and quit thee of thine oath.".Then said she to him, "O my
son, was there any one with thee yesternight?" And he bethought himself and said, "Yes; one lay the night with me and I acquainted him with my
case and told him my story. Doubtless, he was from the Devil, and I, O my mother, even as thou sayst truly, am Aboulhusn el Khelia." "O my son,"
rejoined she, "rejoice in tidings of all good, for yesterday's record is that there came the Vivier Jaafer the Barmecide [and his company] and beat
the sheikhs of the mosque and the Imam, each four hundred lashes; after which they paraded them about the city, making proclamation before them
and saying, 'This is the reward and the least of the reward of whoso lacketh of goodwill to his neighbours and troubleth on them their lives!' and
banished them from Baghdad. Moreover, the Khalif sent me a hundred dinars and sent to salute me." Whereupon Aboulhusn cried out and said to
her, "O old woman of ill-omen, wilt thou contradict me and tell me that I am not the Commander of the Faithful? It was I who commanded Jaafer
the Barmecide to beat the sheikhs and parade them about the city and make proclamation before them and who sent thee the hundred dinars and
sent to salute thee, and I, O beldam of ill-luck, am in very deed the Commander of the Faithful, and thou art a liar, who would make me out a
dotard.".Meinsoun drank off his cup and said to her, 'Well done, O perfect of attributes!' Then he signed to her and was absent awhile, after which
he returned and with him a tray of jewels worth an hundred thousand dinars, [which he gave to Tuhfeh]. So Kemeriyeh arose and bade her
slave-girl open the closet behind her, wherein she laid all that wealth. Then she delivered the key to Tuhfeh, saying, 'All that cometh to thee of
riches, lay thou in this closet that is by thy side, and after the festival, it shall be carried to thy palace on the heads of the Jinn.' Tuhfeh kissed her
hand, and another king, by name Munir, took the cup and filling it, said to her, 'O fair one, sing to me over my cup upon the jasmine.' 'Hearkening
and obedience,' answered she and improvised the following verses:.So they wrapped him in the shroud and set him on the bier. Then they took up
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his bier and bearing him to the burial-place, laid him in the grave (41) and threw the earth over him; after which the folk dispersed, but El Merouzi
and the widow abode by the tomb, weeping, and gave not over sitting till sundown, when the woman said to him, 'Come, let us go to the house, for
this weeping will not profit us, nor will it restore the dead.' 'By Allah,' answered the sharper, 'I will not budge hence till I have slept and waked by
this tomb ten days, with their nights!' When she heard this his speech, she feared lest he should keep his word and his oath, and so her husband
perish; but she said in herself, 'This fellow dissembleth: if I go away and return to my house, he will abide by him a little while and go away.' And
El Merouzi said to her, 'Arise, thou, and go away.'.Then Ishac seized upon her hand and carrying her into the house, said to her, 'Take the lute and
sing; for never saw I nor heard thy like in smiting upon the lute; no, not even myself!' 'O my lord,' answered she, 'thou makest mock of me. Who
am I that thou shouldst say all this to me? Indeed, this is but of thy kindness.' 'Nay, by Allah,' exclaimed he, 'I said but the truth to thee and I am
none of those on whom pretence imposeth. These three months hath nature not moved thee to take the lute and sing thereto, and this is nought but
an extraordinary thing. But all this cometh of strength in the craft and self-restraint.' Then he bade her sing; and she said, 'Hearkening and
obedience.' So she took the lute and tightening its strings, smote thereon a number of airs, so that she confounded Ishac's wit and he was like to fly
for delight. Then she returned to the first mode and sang thereto the following verses:.42. Er Reshid and the Barmecides dlxvii.I am filled full of
longing pain and memory and dole, iii. 15..Woman accused of Lewdness, The Pious, ii. 5..One night, when the night was half spent, as Selim and
Selma sat talking and devising with each other, they heard a noise below the house; so they looked out from a lattice that gave upon the gate of
their father's mansion and saw a man of goodly presence, whose clothes were hidden by a wide cloak, which covered him. He came up to the gate
and laying hold of the door-ring, gave a light knock; whereupon the door opened and out came their sister, with a lighted flambeau, and after her
their mother, who saluted the stranger and embraced him, saying, 'O beloved of my heart and light of mine eyes and fruit of mine entrails, enter.' So
he entered and shut the door, whilst Selim and Selma abode amazed..? ? ? ? ? When from your land the breeze I scent that cometh, as I were A
reveller bemused with wine, to lose my wits I'm fain..41. Jaafer ben Yehya (229) and the Man who forged a Letter in his Name dlxvi.? ? ? ? ? Why
to estrangement and despite inclin'st thou with the spy? Yet that a bough (14) from side to side incline (15) small wonder 'twere..Then he sent for
the viziers and said to them, 'O wicked viziers, ye thought that God was heedless of your deed, but your wickedness shall revert upon you. Know
ye not that whoso diggeth a pit for his brother shall fall into it? Take from me the punishment of this world and to-morrow ye shall get the
punishment of the world to come and requital from God.' Then he bade put them to death; so [the headsman] smote off their heads before the king,
and he went in to his wife and acquainted her with that wherein he had transgressed against Abou Temam; whereupon she grieved for him with an
exceeding grief and the king and the people of his household left not weeping and repenting all their lives. Moreover, they brought Abou Temam
forth of the well and the king built him a dome (127) in his palace and buried him therein..25. Maan ben Zaideh and the Bedouin cclxxi.When the
Cadi heard this, his colour changed and he was troubled and waxed exceeding wroth and was rike to burst for excess of rage. Then said he to the
merchant, "God forbid that this should be! How shall it be permitted that the daughter of the Cadi of the Muslims abide with a man of the dancers
and vile of origin? By Allah, except thou divorce her forthright, I will bid beat thee and cast thee into prison till thou die! Had I foreknown that
thou wast of them, I had not suffered thee to approach me, but had spat in thy face, for that thou art filthier (268) than a dog or a hog." Then he
gave him a push and casting him down from his stead, commanded him to divorce; but he said, "Be clement to me, O Effendi, for that God is
clement, and hasten not. I will not divorce my wife, though thou give me the kingdom of Irak.".? ? ? ? ? The camel-leader singing came with the
belov'd; our wish Accomplished was and we were quit of all the railers' prate..? ? ? ? ? O breeze of heaven, from me a charge I prithee take And do
not thou betray the troth of my despair;.Accordingly, Shefikeh went out and repairing to the nurse's house, found her clad in apparel other (100)
than that which she had been wont to wear aforetime. So she saluted her and said to her, "Whence hadst thou this dress, than which there is no
goodlier?" "O Shefikeh," answered the nurse, "thou deemest that I have gotten (101) no good save of thy mistress; but, by Allah, had I endeavoured
for her destruction, I had done [that which was my right], for that she did with me what thou knowest (102) and bade the eunuch beat me, without
offence of me committed; wherefore do thou tell her that he, on whose behalf I bestirred myself with her, hath made me quit of her and her
humours, for that he hath clad me in this habit and given me two hundred and fifty dinars and promised me the like thereof every year and charged
me serve none of the folk.".Issues of Affairs, Of Looking to the, i. 80.
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