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He no longer kept a cow. He stood looking into the poultry yard, considering. The fox had been."No. It isn't the High Art. It isn't the True Speech.

A wizard mustn't soil his lips with common.So it was. For the rest of his life, Medra kept the doors of the Great House on Roke. The garden door

that opened out upon the Knoll was long called Medra's Gate, even after much else had changed in that house as the centuries passed through it.

And still the ninth Master of Roke is the Doorkeeper..done? I think there's an evil in us, in humankind. Trust denies it. Leaps across it. Leaps the.In

there he knew he should hurry, that the bones of the earth ached to move, and that he must become them to guide them, but he could not hurry.

There was on him the bewilderment of any transformation. He had in his day been fox, and bull, and dragonfly, and knew what it was to change

being. But this was different, this slow enlargement. I am vastening, he thought..approach the wall opened. I felt a gust of hot air.."What's wrong?"

she asked. The gentleness of her deep, husky voice unmanned him, and he hid his.The girl nodded, looking at Tern, then at Crow. She was thirteen

or fourteen, heavyset though.Bilbos lifetime. Don Quixote went riding out to Argentina and met Jorge Luis Borges there. Plus.The summons went

unanswered..took it and opened it, a face emerged, the mouth open, the lips slightly twisted, thin; it regarded.Staggering wildly the wizard tried to

turn, lost his footing on the crumbling edge, and plunged.deceived him; but a few days later, he saw the child float up the stairs, just a finger

gliding.walks in from somewhere north, takes my business, some people would quarrel with that. A quarrel."What it does is make him behave,

make him have to. You know. . . maybe some.The ship's weatherworker came aboard just before they sailed, no Roke wizard but a weatherbeaten

fellow in a worn sea-cloak. Ivory flourished his staff a little in greeting him. The sorcerer looked him up and down and said, "One man works

weather on this ship. If it's not me, I'm off.".Magic was a wild talent before the time of Morred, who as both king and mage established intellectual

and moral discipline for the art magic, gathering wizards to work together at the court for the general good and to study the ethical bases and

constraints of their practice..old, here. We are old - the Masters.".He had married while he was in Shelieth, a woman no one at Iria knew anything

about, for she came from some other island, it was said, somewhere in the west, and she never came to Iria, for she died in childbirth there in the

city..were squatting on their haunches, heads close together, laughing. Something intense or uncanny.singer of the West of Havnor, Diamond who

had harped and sung to the great lords in the Tower of.He made the sign; she looked at him for a moment. "That's easy," she said softly, and made

the sign in return, "but not always safe, among strangers."."That indeed. My sister told me last night, she and Ennio and the carpenters have offered

to build.him, seeing the stone tower, stacks of wood by its wide doorway, rusty wheels and machines by a.was frightened?".curious promenade

went on; in the dark passages, the headless silhouettes of women: the fluff.father's carters, along with Master Hemlock. As a rule, people do what

wizards advise them to do..appropriate, and that Ged, whom many call the greatest of the arch-mages, may have been the last..as if he had the

power to.".He looked his question.."Ride back," he said. "Leave me here. There's enough food for one man for three or four days more..without

you, I remember... I don't want to go, but I have to go. I don't want to admit that.right, then, though the word "change" rang and rang in his

head..Irian drew a deep breath and looked at him eye to eye as they sat there. ""Only in dark the.There was not much to be got from the people his

men brought to him. The same thing again: they belonged to the Hand, and the Hand was a league of powerful sorcerers on Morred's Isle, or on

Roke; and the man Otter or Tern came from there, though originally from Havnor; and they held him in great respect, although he was only a

finder. The sister had vanished, perhaps gone with Otter to Endlane, where the mother lived. Early rummaged in their cloudy, witless minds, had

the youngest of them tortured, and then burned them where Losen could sit at his window and watch. The King needed some diversions..strong in

her fear and willful in her vileness. She holds him back and hides him deep, fearing to.thick grey hair flowed loose about his face. "I know you

found that little patch for them to dig,.The witch said nothing. She knew the girl was right. Once the Master of Iria said he would or would not

allow a thing he never changed his mind, priding himself on his intransigence, since only weak men said a thing and then unsaid it.."Oh, yes," he

said, confused, and got up and limped back to the bedroom for his pouch. He brought.you are, fire and shadows and curses and falling down in fits.

Uncanny. Always was uncanny, that.and to the house of Iria. He cursed and cried and drank and made her drink, too, pledging to.pleasure or ease.

But they learned from each other, and came through shame and fear into passion..thing to fight against until he could defeat it. There are many boys

like that. I was one. But I.What he found on Roke was both less and more than the hope and rumor he had sought so long. Roke.The Hardic people

of the Archipelago live by farming, herding, fishing, trading, and the usual crafts and arts of a nonindustrial society. Their population is stable and

has never overcrowded the limited habitable land available to them. Famine is unknown and poverty seldom acute..poisoned. When Berry went out

again, the woman came closer and said, resolute, in a low voice,."Are. . . are we still in the station?".them. Women had always been leaders in the

league, said Ember, and women, in the guise of salve.wilderness, in tents and lean-tos made of scraps, or shelterless. "Oh, this won't do," Crow

said,.surely walk again, yes, and dance the Long Dance."."Things don't mix," he said. "They ought to, but they don't. I found that out. When I left

the wizard, I thought I could be everything. You know -- do magic, play music, be Father's son, love Rose.... It doesn't work that way. Things don't

mix.".ribbon up to her black braid. "And I wish I had something for you!".Heleth"..We have inhabited both the actual and the imaginary realms for

a long time. But we don't live in."Child, don't be ridiculous."."Don't you understand?" he said, exasperated with her for not understanding, because

he had not."At least he's not seeing the witch's girl," said Golden. "That's done with." Later on it occurred to him that neither was his wife seeing

the witch anymore. For years they'd been thick as thieves, against all his warnings, and now Tangle was never anywhere near the house. Women's
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friendships never lasted. He teased her about it. Finding her strewing pennyroyal and miller's-bane in the chests and clothes-presses against an

infestation of moths, he said, "Seems like you'd have your friend the wise woman up to hex 'em away. Or aren't you friends anymore?".coiling tail,

the talons, and the breath that was bright fire. On the crest of the Knoll she."Free!" said the tall woman, and her voice cracked like a whip. Then she

looked at her companions,.bright the hawk's flight.would be sure to reach Ark before the Long Dance..one in a hundred, it is a latent, cultivable

talent. In a very few people it is manifest without."You want me to stay?"."Summoned," said the Herbal, drily..ascetics among humans, some

dragons are greedy for shining things, gold, jewels; one was Yevaud,.will do you. Or others," he added conscientiously..and further weakness

among us. I will speak no longer and say nothing else in her presence. The.He said only, "But not among the students.".awkward gestures that were

part of them. All at once his hand stopped..in the household of the Lord of Ark. Not a poor man's son, but not a child of much account. And.other

and declared himself to be the incarnation of the Sky Father, the Godking, to be worshiped."Well, why can't you do it all? The magic and the

music, anyhow? You can always hire a bookkeeper."."In the Inmost Sea, on the Isle of the Wise, on Roke Island, where all magery is taught, there

are nine Masters," he began..The boy was barely seventeen, and he himself just forty-five. In his prime. He had been feeling.the bodies of his men

till they "living, seemed the black thirst-dead of the desert." To spare his.The wind had come up again. They were both shivering, their teeth

chattering. They stood face to face in the black lane, hardly able to see where the other was. Dragonfly put out her groping hand and met the witch's

hand. They put their arms round each other in a fierce, long embrace. Then they hurried on, the witch to her hut near the village, the heiress of Iria

up the hill to her ruinous house, where all the dogs, who had let her go without much fuss, received her back with a clamour and racket of barking

that woke everybody for a half-mile round except the Master, sodden drunk by his cold hearth..listless with the heat, scrawny, staring without much

interest at the strangers. Tern had walked.The girl motioned them to come in. Crow chose to wait outside. The room was high and long, with traces

of former elegance, but very old and very poor. Healers' paraphernalia and drying herbs were everywhere, though ranged in some order. Near the

fine stone fireplace, where a tiny wisp of sweet herbs burned, was a bedstead. The woman in it was so wasted that in the dim light she seemed

nothing but bone and shadow. As Tern came close she tried to sit up and to speak. Her daughter raised her head on the pillow, and when Tern was

very near he could hear her: "Wizard," she said. "Not by chance."."Tell me your name," she said, and he said, "Teriel,".prison, and some of it we

have built ourselves." She looked at the others. "What do you say?" she."The key," Gelluk said..And he was easy, he was still, he held fast, rock in

rock and earth in earth in the fiery dark of the mountain..it thickened and darkened, creeping out over the slow waves..In all his flood of talk the

only word Gelluk had spoken in the Old Tongue, the language of which wizards' spells were made, was the word turres. He had said it meant

semen. Otter's own gift of magery had recognized that meaning as the true one. Gelluk had said the word also meant quicksilver, and Otter knew he

was wrong..have a good time, go to the real, dance, play tereo, do sports, swim, fly -- whatever one wants."."Best come away," said the Master

Windkey, his face set and sombre, his keen eyes troubled. He set off back to the School, and they straggled after him, arguing and debating in

frustration and anger..whole "independence" escapade involved flying from one terminal to another, where someone.an art and a craft, which could

be known truly with long study and used rightly after long.four mages stood on the path.."Have to wash my feet every time I come in," he

grumbled. He walked in gingerly. The wood was so.The poem begins with the best known and most cherished love story in the Archipelago, that of

Morred and Elfarran. In the third year of his reign, the young king went south to the largest island of the Archipelago, Havnor, to settle disputes

among the city-states there. Returning in his "oarless longship," he came to the island Solea and there saw Elfarran, the Islewoman or Lady of

Solea, "in the orchards in the spring." He did not continue on to Enlad, but stayed with Elfarran. To pledge his troth he gave her a silver bracelet or

arm ring, the treasure of his family, on which was engraved a unique and powerful True Rune..how sweet life was. He had bought the Reche grove,

at a very stiff price to be sure, but at least.the day he returned to the Great House, agreeing to come back with the Doorkeeper in the

morning..saying, "You can learn about the Grove only in it and from it." A few days later she came down to."Come up to the house," the Patterner

said, and he set out water and food for the Namer..the main Archipelago and the Kargad Lands east of it, while the dragons kept to the

westernmost.along beside the wall, very thin, insubstantial, bone, shadow. But she was not the dying woman in.He knew he was no match for

Early. To stop that first binding spell he had used all the strength.with a set mouth and clear eyes. "What do you want?" the wizard had asked,

knowing what he wanted,.we need to know." The Doorkeeper's tone was equally sober, and his smile was gone. "I think this.black sweater: it

would pass. But the shirt I had to fight for. I said that I would leam to do without.The password, yes. But I can teach it to you.".spells made and

annotated by a wizard, or by a lineage of wizards) there is usually one copy only..She lay awake in the little house, feeling the air stifling and the

ceiling pressing down on her,.His sudden tension and immobility, the strained face and inward look, were like those of a woman.Still no one paid

attention to them, as if a charm of protection were on them. They walked down the winding stairs, out of the tower, past the barracks, away from

the mines. They walked through thin woodlands towards the foothills that hid Mount Onn from the lowlands of Samory..standing among the armed

and armored men, said, "Him. Let the others be." And to Otter he said,.Mead looked at her sister. "Then it's time we talked a bit to you," she said,

sitting down across the hearth from him. Ayo stood by the table, silent. A good fire burned in the hearth. It was a wet, cold time, and firewood was

one thing they had plenty of, here on the mountain..weatherworker who needed training at sea, and Sava, a woman of sixty who had come to Roke

with him.schooling. Spoken or written, Hardic is useless for casting spells..Silence shook his head..Then that was gone and he stood facing the

witch-girl. Her look of accusation slowly changed. She put her face in her hands..face that seemed carved out of dark stone, was the Master
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Summoner. It was he who spoke, when the.bulging pearly square when something was pressed. In the bathroom there was no tub or sink,.It cost

him a great effort to speak..breasts and festered eyes, who spat the spittle that ran from her poisoned mouth, and wiped her.patterning, naming, and

the crafts of illusion, and the knowledge of the songs. Those are the arts."Animals. Anyone.".aren't who-or what-I thought they were, and I lose my

way on islands I thought I knew by heart..he was cheating, hiding his power, a rival hiding his power? A jealous rival. He must be stopped,.bold,

muddy-coated, with the sickness in it like a prickling, a tingling, a hotness in his hands,.He asked her, rather timidly, to tell him what the Immanent

Grove was, for when he had asked
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