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AMERICA IN A TRANCE
"Because of a certain awareness you've had since childhood," Celestina said, recalling what he'd told her in San Francisco..He lay still, waiting for
silence to return, so he could hear whether the great gong had drawn people into the alley..Having risen higher in the sky during the past couple
hours, the gold-coin moon reminted itself as silver, and in the black lake, its reflection rolled across the knuckles of the quiet wavelets..Rena was
cheerful, short, and solid. Her waist measurement must have been two-thirds her height, and she favored floral dresses that emphasized her girth.
With a German accent and in a voice that always seemed about to dissolve in a great gale of mirth, she said, "Madchen lieb, you look like a
Christmas candle to me.".Lifted from his despair by this exhilarating wrath, Junior turned away from the mirror, looking for the bright side once
more. Perhaps it was the bathroom window..They sat in silence, and the moment held such an extraordinary quality of expectation that Kathleen
would not have been surprised if the vanished quarter had suddenly appeared in midair and dropped, winking brightly, to the center of Nolly's desk,
there to spin with perpetual motion, until Vanadium chose to pluck it up.."Frequently, symptoms appear early enough that radiation therapy in one
or both eyes has a chance to succeed. Sometimes strabismus-in which one eye diverges from the other, either inward toward the nose or outward
toward the temple-can be an early sign, though more often we're alerted when the patient reports problems with vision.".Nolly said, "We've never
really had a song of our own, in spite of all the dancing we do. I think this is a good one. But so far, you've only sung it to another man."."You
might as well beat a cloud for raining," said Otter's mother..And now Cain was aware of her, interested in her. Informed of this development,
Harrison would no doubt rethink his position..Edom drove, happy to assist Agnes. He was happier still that he didn't have to make the pie deliveries
alone..Lined up on the kitchen table were green-grape-and-apple pies. The thick domed crusts, with their deeply fluted edges, were the coppery
gold of precious coins..Shrieking like carrion-eating birds waiting for their wounded dinner to die, the Hackachaks twice drew stern warnings from
nurses. They were told to quiet down and respect the patients in neighboring rooms..Having anticipated a problem of one kind or another, Junior
withdrew a packet of crisp new hundred-dollar bills from an inside jacket pocket. The bank band still wrapped the stack, and on it was printed
$10,000..On the way home, he repeatedly checked the rearview mirror. No vehicle followed him..Eventually, he settled on a mental image of a
bowling pin as his "seed." This was a smooth, elegantly shaped object that invited languorous contemplation, but it did not tease his libido..She was
not going to be as forthright with Barty as she had insisted that Joshua Nunn be with her, in part because she was too shaken to risk
forthrightness..he had sat here with a pencil, making shopping lists. Now, instead of a pencil, there was the Italian-made .22 pistol.."No. Lampion.
Somewhere in your father's French background, there must have been lamp makers. A lampion is a small lamp, an oil lamp with a tinted-glass
chimney. Among other things, in those long ago days, they used them on carriages.".He had come to believe that every well-rounded,
self-improved person ought to have a craft at which he excelled, and needlepoint appealed to him more than either pottery-making or decoupage.
For pottery, he would require a potter's wheel and a cumbersome kiln; and decoupage was too messy, with all the glue and lacquer. By December,
he began his first project: a small pillowcase featuring a geometric border surrounding a quote from Caesar Zedd, "Humility is for losers.".In the
cab, pulling into traffic, the driver said, "The mister tells me you're the star of the show tonight.".The search for Cain was secondary. Getting to the
revolver took Priority. Regain the gun and then proceed room by haunted room to hunt him down. Hunt him down, if he was here. And if Cain
didn't do the hunting first..A sedan had come to a stop in the graveled driveway, over to the right of the house, almost out of view. As Junior
watched, the headlights were doused. The engine shut off. The driver's door opened. A man got out of the car, a shadowy figure in the fearsome
yellow moonlight. The dinner guest..He considered himself to be a thoroughly useless man, taking up space in a world to which he contributed
nothing, but he did have a talent for baking. He could take any recipe, even one from a world-class pastry chef, and improve upon it..When she
closed the front door and turned away from it, Agnes bumped her swollen belly into Joey. His eyebrows shot up, and he put his hands on her
distended abdomen, as if she were more fragile than a robin's egg and more valuable than one by Faberge.."We've mapped three routes to the top,"
Angel said, "and each offers different challenges. Barty's eventually going to climb all of them, but he's starting with the hardest.".He would have
done it, too, and risked establishing a pattern that police might notice; but the still, small voice of Zedd guided him now, as so often before, and
counseled calm, counseled focus..Each booth was at a large window, and each window provided a view of the street. Vanadium wasn't out there,
watching from the sidewalk, either: no glimpse of his pan-flat face shining in the December sun..If she'd connected with his left side, as she
intended, she might have broken his arm or cracked a few ribs. But lie saw the chair coming, and as agile as a base runner dodging a shortstop's tag,
he turned away from her, taking the blow across his back..Now out of the kitchen, along the hall, and up the stairs, two at a time, into Victoria's
bedroom. Not with the intention of snaring a perverse souvenir. Merely to find a blanket..He had been warned about this accuracy issue by the
thumbless young thug who delivered the weapon in a bag of Chinese takeout, in Old St. Mary's Church. Junior tended to believe the warning,
because he figured the eight-fingered felon might have been deprived of his thumbs as punishment for having forgotten to relay the same or an
equally important message to a customer in the past, thus assuring his current conscientious attention to detail..Nellie found the strength to rise, but
having risen, she was unable to speak. Her mouth shaped words, but her voice deserted her..She thought that she already knew all about humility,
about the necessity of it, about the power of it to bring peace of mind and to heal the heart, but in the following few minutes, she learned more
about humility than she had ever known before.."April 23, 1940, Natchez, Mississippi, dance-hall fire-one hundred ninety-eight dead. December 7,
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1946, Atlanta, Georgia, the Winecoff Hotel fire-one hundred nineteen dead.".He had considered tracking down Celestina-and the bastard boy--prior
to her exhibition. The alumni office of her college might be one route to her. And further inquiries in the city's fine-arts community would no doubt
eventually provide him with her address..Now that Tom knew what to look for, the gloom couldn't conceal the incredible truth..The window was
French with small panes, so Celestina couldn't simply break the glass and climb out..He usually ate lunch alone in his office. The room was the size
of an elevator, but of course didn't go up or down. It went sideways, however, in the sense that herein Paul was transported into wondrous lands of
adventure..Still looming over her, he snatched the pad out of her hands and examined the sketch. "Where would you have seen this?"."I was once
doubting Thomas," said the detective, but not from beside the bed any longer. His voice seemed to come from across the room, perhaps near the
door, though he had made not a sound as he'd moved..Deciduous black oaks lined the street. All were leafless at this time of year, gnarled limbs
clawing at the moon..He did not answer Hound's question.."Me, me," Celestina said. "In fact, fianc?es should come first.".For eight nights
thereafter, Agnes padded the floor with folded blankets on both sides of the boy's bed, insurance against a middle-of-the-night fall. On the eighth
morning, she discovered that Barty had returned the blankets to the closet from which she'd gotten them. They were not jammed haphazardly on the
shelves-the sure evidence of a child's work-but were folded and stacked as neatly as Agnes herself would have stored them.."Loved her? Of course
I loved her. Naomi was beautiful and so kind ... and funny. She was the best ... the best thing that ever happened to me.".She walked the corridor
until she came to a room with empty beds. Without turning on the lights, she entered, put down the suitcase, and sat in a chair by the
window..When she didn't at once accept his generosity, he said, "All my life, I've lived just to get through the day. First survival. Then
achievement, acquisition. Houses, investments, antiques ... There's nothing wrong with any of that. But it didn't fill the emptiness. Maybe one day
I'll return to medicine. But that's a hectic existence, and right now I want peace, calm, time to reflect. Whatever I do from here on . . . I want my life
to have a degree of purpose it's never had before. Can you understand that?".Chan nodded. "Considering the advanced stage of Bartholomew's
malignancies, he should have complained earlier than he did."."After the quake," Edom said, "forty thousand people took refuge in a
two-hundred-acre open area, a military depot. A quake-related fire swept through so fast they were killed standing up, so tightly packed together
they died as a solid mass of bodies.".Testing Celestina's nerves as fully as Barty had tested his mother's, Angel pulled-levered -shinnied-swung
herself so fast up through the tree, arriving at the boy's side while red streaks still enlivened a sky that was repainting itself purple. She stood in the
crook of limbs with him, and her delighted laughter rang down through the cathedral oak. 1975 through 1978: Hare ran from Dragon, Snake fled
from Horse, and '78 bounced to the beat, because disco ruled. The reborn Bee Gees dominated the airwaves. John Travolta had the look. Rhodesian
rebels, grasping the dangers inherent in any battle between equals, had the manful courage to slaughter unarmed women missionaries and
schoolgirls. Spinks won the title from Ali, and Ali won it back from Spinks..As Wally followed them inside, Celestina grinned at him. "From the
car to the living room, all as neat as a well-practiced ballet. We've got a big headstart on this married thing.".Although, by unspoken agreement,
they avoided any talk of loss and death, the mood remained grim. Angel sat in thoughtful silence, pushing her food around her plate rather than
eating it. Her demeanor intrigued Tom, and he noticed that it worried her mother, who put a different interpretation on it than he did..Six captain's
chairs encircled the big round table, one for everybody, including Agnes, but only Paul and Barty stayed seated.."It's easy to see you as a cop,"
Kathleen said. All the whacks, pops, and worm buckets just trip off your tongue, so to speak. But it takes some effort to remember you're a priest,
too."."Sure. There's lots of places where he didn't get shot, but there's places where he got shot and died, too."."If I ever get there, I'll be back," she
promised the gathered family. "Imagine how much we'll have to talk about. Maybe I'll even get some new pie recipes from Over There.".Since
discovering the quarter in his cheeseburger, Junior had been half convinced that the maniac cop survived the bludgeoning. In spite of his grievous
wounds, perhaps Vanadium had swum up through a hundred feet of murky water, barely avoiding being drowned..EDOM AND THE PIES, into
the blue morning following the storm, had a schedule to keep and the hungry to satisfy..NOLLY SAT BEHIND his desk, suit jacket draped over
the back of the chair, porkpie hat still squarely on his head, where it remained at virtually all times except when he was sleeping, showering, dining
in a restaurant, or making love..The white Buick glided through the tides of fog like a ghost ship plying a ghost sea..Cold, wind-driven rain slashed
through the missing windows, and voices rose in the street as people ran toward the Pontiac-thunder in the distance-and on the air was the ozone
scent of the storm and the more subtle and more terrible odor of blood, but none of these hard details could make the moment seem real to Agnes,
who, in her deepest nightmares, had never felt more like a dreamer than she felt now..Someone she had known. Someone Celestina, too, might
know. He lived in or around Spruce Hills, because Phimie had considered him still to be a threat..Waste of time to check those places. More likely,
woman and boy were hiding in the last room..Kathleen and Nolly shifted their attention to Tom's clenched left hand, although the quarter could not
possibly have traveled from one fist to the other..The Worry Bear carries worries in his pockets. Under his Panama hat and in two gold lockets.
Carries worries on his back and under his arms. Nevertheless, dear old Worry Bear has his charms..Foreword.Two things about him were
remarkable, beginning with his face. His head was wrapped with white gauze bandages, so he looked like Claude Rains in The Invisible Man or
like Humphrey Bogart in that movie about the escaped convict who has plastic surgery to foil the police and to start a new life with Lauren Bacall.
Blond hair sprouted from the top of the elaborate wrappings. Otherwise, only his eyes, his nostrils, and his lips were uncovered..by the ferocity of
the beating and by years of fear and humiliation. So he opens his mouth, just to end it, just to be.Now, here, lying on a bed in the emergency room
of a Sacramento hospital, on a Saturday afternoon only six weeks before the camellia festival, Junior suffered under the care of a resident physician
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who was so young as to raise the suspicion that he was merely playing doctor..If Junior were weak-minded enough to succumb to madness, this
was the moment when he should have fallen into an abyss of insanity. He heard an internal cracking, felt a terrible splintering in his mind, but he
held himself together with sheer willpower, remembering to breathe slowly and deeply..When Junior cut open a grapefruit for breakfast, he didn't
find a quarter in it..He had nothing against men or women of color. Live and let live. One earth, one people. All of that..From these ominous
spatters, several fibers bristled, having stuck to the pewter when the drizzle was still wet. They appeared to be human hairs..Turning around in his
seat, watching with amusement as Celestina fumbled nervously with the currency, the cabbie said, "You're not scared, not you. Sitting back there
so silent most all the way, you weren't thinking about being famous. You were thinking about that girl of yours.".Jacob made more fire sounds as
he stripped the clear cellophane off a second new deck of playing cards, then off a third and a fourth..At the sight of her photograph, she felt herself
flush. She hoped none of the pedestrians passing between her and the gallery would look from the photo to her face and recognize her. What had
she been.She strove to appear calm, and she must have succeeded, because neither woman seemed to realize that she was scared almost to the point
of paralysis. She moved woodenly, joints stiff, muscles tense..He was in a mood to shoot her, but this weapon was not fitted with a
sound-suppressor. He'd left that gun in Celestina's bedroom. This was the pistol that he had taken from Frieda Bliss's collection, and it was as full
of sound as Frieda had been full of spew..SERAPHIM AETHIONEMA WHITE was nothing whatsoever like her name, except that she had as kind
a heart and as good a soul as any among the hosts in Heaven. She did not have wings, as did the angels after which she had been named, and she
couldn't sing as sweetly as the seraphim, either, for she had been blessed with a throaty voice and far too much humility to be a performer.
Aethionema were delicate flowers, either pale-or rose-pink, and while this girl, just sixteen, was beautiful by any standard, she was not a delicate
soul but a strong one, not likely to be shaken apart in even the highest wind..Tom knew only three of the eight. Grace White, Angel, and Paul
Damascus. The others were introduced quickly by Celestina. Agnes Lampion, their hostess. Edom and Jacob Isaacson, brothers to Agnes. Maria
Gonzalez, best friend to Agnes. And Barty.."Soon as Cain is out of sight, we yank up our tricky vending machines, then haul the real ones out of
the van and bolt 'em down again. Slick, fast. People are still picking up quarters when we finish. And get this-they want to know where the camera
is."."Guilt," said the detective. "If he killed her, wouldn't an overwhelming sense of guilt be as likely as anguish to cause acute nervous
emesis?".During the ten days since Joey's passing, a great many people had conveyed their condolences to Agnes, but until this man, she'd known
all of them..His mouth was dry when he said to Angel, "Well, it seems pretty magical to me-that flipped-coin trick.".Bright though they were at all
times, Barty's Tiffany eyes shone brighter now with beams of North Pole magic. "Maybe I do feel it.".For Junior, 1968-the Chinese Year of the
Monkey--would be the Year of the Plastic Surgeon. He would require extensive dermabrasion to restore the smoothness and tone to his skin, to be
as irresistibly kissable as he had been before. While at it, he would need surgery to make subtle changes in his features. Tricky. He didn't want to
trade perfection for anonymity. He must take care to ensure that his postsurgery look, when he let his hair grow in and perhaps dyed it, would be as
devastating to women as his previous appearance..On a morning in July, Junior was visiting the public library, poring through the stacks in search
of exotic volumes on the occult, when the phantom voice rose nearby. Here, the singing sounded softer than in his apartment, little more than a
murmur, and also threadier..than the crows. Tumbled on the grass, in fragments: the broken trophy for the prize rose, the symbol of his sinful.In
spite of its dazzle and power and comfort, however, the car was not able to lift his spirits as he cruised the hills of the city. Somewhere along these
darkly glistening streets, in these houses and high-rises clinging to steep slopes awaiting seismic sundering, the boy was sheltered: half Negro, half
white, full doom to Junior Cain..Some information she'd withheld from him: that the cancer might already have spread, that he might still die even
after his eyes were removed-and that if it hadn't yet spread, it might soon do so..He shouldered past two counter waitresses, past the short-order
cook who was working eggs and burgers and bacon on the open griddle and grill. Whatever expression wrenched Junior's face, it must have been
intimidating, for without protest but with walleyed alarm, the employees squeezed aside to let him pass..Whether or not the visitor in the client's
chair had ever known much romance, he unquestionably had experienced too much adventure and more than his share of tragedy. Thomas
Vanadium's face was a quake-rocked landscape: cracked by white scars like fault lines in a strata of granite; the planes of brow, cheeks, and jaws
canted in odd relationships to one another. The hemangioma that surrounded his right eye and discolored his face had been with him since birth,
but the awful damage to his bone structure was the work of man, not God..Intending to keep the front of the gallery under surveillance from behind
the wheel of his Mercedes, Junior checked the time as he walked toward the car. His wrist was bare, his Rolex missing..Agnes supposed Jacob
trembled in anticipation of the crash of an airliner or at least a light aircraft. Edom might be calculating the odds that this serene place-at this
specific hour-would be the impact point for one of those planet-killing asteroids that reputedly wiped most life off the earth every few hundred
thousand years or so..Vanadium continued in his characteristic drone, a tone at odds with the colorful content of his speech: "A man takes one look
at his wife's body, starts to sweat harder than a copulating hog, spews like a frat boy at the end of a long beer-chugging contest, and chucks till he
chucks up blood-that's not the response of your average murderer.".Inexplicably, each repetition of Bartholomew heightened Junior's anxiety. The
name resonated not just in his ear, but in his blood and bones, in body and mind, as if he were a great bronze bell and Bartholomew the clapper..He
got in the Suburban, pulled the door shut, but didn't at once start the engine..The nurse raised her eyes from Agnes to this other person. "Yes a chip
of ice would be all right.".Although Junior continued to feel threatened, continued to trust his instinct in this matter, he didn't devote his every
waking hour to the hunt. He had a life to enjoy, after all. Self-improvements to undertake, galleries to explore, women to pursue..When her hand
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went limp in Celestina's, her body sagged, too, and her eyes were no longer either focused or rolling wildly. They shimmered into stillness, darkled
with death, as the cardiac monitor sang the one long note that signified flatline..In the bedroom, as he opened a suitcase on the bed, he saw the
quarter. Shiny. Heads-up. On the nightstand..The roses filling the countersunk vases in the comers of Joey's gravestone were not Edom-grown, but
they were Edom-bought. He had visited the florist himself, personally selecting each bloom from the inventory in the cooler; but he didn't have the
courage to accompany Agnes and Barty to the grave..He spat on his right thumb, scrubbed the thumb against one of the dried drips on the floor,
rubbed thumb and forefinger together, and brought the freshened spoor to his nose. He smelled blood.."Quick, very quick," he warned, helping
Grace through the fire framed window and onto the roof of the porch..Junior intended to add one stocky ghost to the party. Perhaps on a summer
night in years to come, at the edge of the light fall from his Coleman lantern, a fisherman would see a semitransparent Vanadium providing
entertainment with an ethereal quarter..He also concluded arrangements to open an account for Gammoner in a Grand Cayman Island bank and one
for Pinchbeck in Switzerland..A music tradition was deeply rooted in the Negro community. No similar tradition in magic existed..Junior
approached the headstone from behind, circled it, and shone the flashlight on the chiseled facts:.After mentally reviewing what he must say, after
working up a nervous edge, he dialed the SFPD emergency number..He switched off the flashlight and stood solemnly for a moment, paying his
respects to Seraphim. She had been so sweet, so innocent, so supple, so exquisitely proportioned..He found the strength to squeeze her hand tighter
than before. "Be safe. Keep Angel safe.".Nevertheless, Thomas Vanadium's hostile ghost, that terrible prickly bur of stubborn energy, wasn't done
with Junior yet. Until Bartholomew was dead, the cop's filthy-scabby-monkey spirit would keep coming back and coming back, and it would surely
grow more violent..From the comer armchair, as if he could see so well in the dark that he knew Junior's eyes were open, Detective Thomas
Vanadium said, "Did you hear my entire conversation with Dr. Parkhurst?".As though he were home to a species of termites that preferred the taste
of men to that of wood, Vanadium felt a squirming in his marrow..He ardently wished that he hadn't killed her with such merciful swiftness. If he'd
tortured her first, he would now have the memory of her suffering from which to take consolation.."Shape-taking?"."Then you have a big
advantage, and you'll have to tell us all about yourselves," Agnes said. "I'll get the coffee brewing ... unless you'd like to help.".same," Agnes
admonished. "Who's been raising you, sugarpie, if you don't know that? Are you going to pretend you've been brought up by wolves for nine
years?".Inevitably, he had to wonder if Naomi had kept her pregnancy secret because, indeed, she suspected that the child wasn't her
husband's..Then from San Francisco International, through the fog-shrouded streets of the night city, to St. Mary's, to Room 724. And to the
discovery that Phimie's blood pressure was so high-210 over 126-that she was in a hypertensive crisis, at risk of a stroke, renal failure, and other
life-threatening complications.
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